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Malta: The heart of the Mediterranean

Staff Report

rmed with hon-

ors degree in In-

ternational Rela-
tions, a Master of Arts
degree in Diplomatic
Studies the friendly and
charming ambassador of
Malta to Kuwait, H E
Charles Sultana, joined
the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs in 1999.

In addition he also
studied Asian politics
and business at Kansai
Gaidai University in Osa-
ka, Japan and is a quali-
fied Prince 2 practitioner.

It is with this rich and
variegated experience
that Ambassador Sul-
tana joined the diplo-
matic world here as the
first Resident Ambassa-
dor of Malta to Kuwait
and to further strengthen
the strong ties between
Kuwait and Malta.

Previous to this posi-
tion, for three years Am-
bassador Sultana worked
as the Deputy Head of
Mission at Malta’s Em-
bassy in Beijing cover-
ing Japan, ROK, DPRK
and Pakistan and a four
year posting in Canber-
ra, Australia as Depu-
ty High Commissioner.

When he joined the
Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs (prior to Malta’s
accession to the Euro-
pean Union) he was in-
volved in the accession
and negotiation process
on External Relations
of the European Union
and Free Movement of
Goods.

During this period
Ambassador Sultana
was also a member of
the Faculty of Arts of the
University of Malta lec-
turing within the Inter-
national Relations De-
partment. Between 2003
and 2006, he served as
Counsellor at the Per-
manent Representation
of Malta to the European
Union and was respon-
sible for issues related
to Labour

Law, Pensions and
Social Security Legisla-
tion, Equality and Pub-
lic Health.

Ambassador Sulta-
na also served as Part-
time Lecturer (Perma-
nent) at the University

of Malta, Department of ~ dergrad dissertations,

International Relations.
He also supervised un-

which required contex-
tual and editorial chang-

(NBC News) The In-
ternet may soon reach into
the depths of the world’s
oceans and relay real-time
information to smartphones
everywhere — about ev-
erything from drug-smug-
gling submarines and the
location of untapped oil
reserves to the approach
of a deadly tsunami.

Arrays of scientific in-
struments already bob on
ocean buoys, hitch rides on
sea turtles and lay bolted
to seafloors. But they com-
municate with each other
and scientists in myriad
and often inefficient ways,
explained Tommaso Melo-
dia, an electrical engineer
at the University of Buf-
falo in New York who is
leading the development
of the deep-sea Internet.

For example, a tsunami
sensor bolted on the sea-
floor uses sound waves to
communicate with a sur-

es to drafts.
From December 1999
till January 2003 he was

Senior Policy Officer
at the European Union
Directorate, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Malta
and was responsible for
project managing the
accession and negoti-
ation process on Free
Movement of Goods,
manufacturing standards
and Public Procurement
legislation.

On his posting to Ku-
wait Ambassador Sul-
tana emphasised, “I am
reminded of our support
and friendship at every
level and instance dur-
ing my meetings with
Kuwait government of-
ficials,” adding that the
support, cooperation and
encouragement he has
received in Kuwait to
set up the mission has
been excellent.

It may be mentioned
that Malta played a key
role during the tragic
occupation of Kuwait
by Iraq in 1990 when it
was among the first na-
tions to make known its
stand in clear terms on
the illegal occupation.

Recounting the lead
role played by the Mal-
tese Government during
the occupation of Ku-
wait, Malta denounced
the occupation of Ku-
wait and called for the
immediate withdraw-
al of Iraqi forces from
Kuwait, as well as rec-
ognised the legitimate
Government of Kuwait,
in Taif, Saudi Arabia.

“In compliance with
UN Security Council
Resolutions calling for
economic sanctions
against Iraq and Kuwait,
the Maltese Government
banned the issue of li-
cences for all exports to
and imports from Iraq
and Kuwait, and revoked
licenses issued prior to
the sanctions. The Mal-
tese Government also
took measures to assist
the legitimate Govern-
ment of Kuwait by pro-
tecting the assets of the
Kuwaiti Government in
exile and its agencies”

“There are more than
130 Kuwaiti students
studying Medicine in
Malta and reasonable
tourist traffic from Ku-
wait,” he pointed out. Re-
cently the Burgan Bank
has also bought a stake
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in one of the banks in
Malta, further encour-
aging and boosting eco-
nomic interests between
the two nations.

The two countries
have signed an air servic-
es agreement last month
to establish regular flights
between the two coun-
tries and increasing pas-
senger movement and
attracting investment

The deep friendship
and gratitude is well
known between the two
nations; following the
liberation of Kuwait H
H Sheikh Nasser M. Al
Sabah, the then Minister
of State for Foreign Af-
fairs, visited Malta and
had talks with the Hon.
E. Fenech Adami, Prime
Minister, and the Hon.
Prof. Guido de Marco,
Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Foreign
Affairs, and expressed
the gratitude and appre-
ciation of the Amir, the
Government and Peo-
ple of Kuwait for Mal-
ta’s stand.

“Malta was one of the
first countries to condemn
the Iraqi invasion. He
remarked and Kuwait
always acknowledged
Malta’s support towards
the Kuwaiti people.”

In July 1991, the
Amir of Kuwait de-
clared that cooperation
between Malta and Ku-
wait should be increased
and welcomed the possi-
ble participation of Mal-
tese companies and work-
ers in the reconstruction
of Kuwait. This dec-
laration was made af-
ter receiving the Hon.
Prof. Guido de Marco,
Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Foreign
Affairs, who visited Ku-
wait as President of the
UN General Assembly.

Following the de-
mise of H E Professor
Guido De Marco Presi-
dent Emeritus, in 2010,
the Prime Minister of
Kuwait, His Highness
Sheikh Nasser Moham-
med Al-Ahmed Al Sabah,
along with a substantial
delegation, visited Mal-
ta to participate in the
funerary services.

The Kuwaiti Govern-
ment officially informed
the Government of Mal-
ta that it intended to re-

open the Embassy and
did so on May 5, 2011,
Ambassador Faisal Su-
leiman Ali Al-Musailem
presented his credentials
to the President of Malta
as Resident Ambassador
of Kuwait and an Em-
bassy was established
in St Julian’s.

Malta, as a small na-
tion provides lots of in-
termediary services to
nations in the region.
They have a smart city
that is very essential for
business and is also a re-
silient nation that pro-
vides stability, peace and
friendship in the entire
region. Malta is also a
member of the Europe-
an Union.

The opening of the
Malta embassy in Ku-
wait in January 2013 has
strengthened and con-
solidated a deep rooted
friendship that had been
established 40 years ago.
As the first resident Am-
bassador of Malta to Ku-
wait, Ambassador Sulta-
na has played a key role
in the development of
business opportunities
and plans between the
two nations

With his keen eyes
and wide experience,
Ambassador Sultana’s
immense contribution
in giving shape to Mal-
ta’s relations with Ku-
wait will be recognised
in years to come.

Ambassador Sulta-
na will be leaving Ku-
wait shortly and return-
ing back to head office
to take up his new as-
signment. “Kuwait will
always be dear to me as
my son was born here,
and I have made many
friends in my short ten-
ure,” he quips and the
good memories will re-
main forever.

(in association with
“The Times, Kuwait”)
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DEEP-SEA INTERNET TO DETECT TSUNAMIS, SPY

face buoy when it detects
a giant wave. The buoy in
turn converts the sound
waves into radio waves
and relays the message to

a satellite, which ultimate-
ly routes the radio waves
to a land-based computer.
But this buoy may have no
idea what any other buoy

senses, and thus may send
incomplete information.
“Better underwater net-
works make it possible to
have more reliable, and

even faster, communica-
tions from a tsunami de-
tection system,” Melodia
told NBC News. “Instead
of having a tsunami detec-
tion system that is based
on a single node, or a sin-
gle device, you could have
multiple devices that are
trying to detect an event.”

In the tsunami-monitor-
ing scenario, the array of
buoys can pool their data
using traditional Internet
communications tools to
issue a warning with more
information about the po-
tentially life-threatening
event in time for people
to escape to safety.

What limits this from
happening now, he ex-
plained, is the difference
between how networks func-
tion on land and in water.
His research aims to develop
a bridge between undersea
communications and the
traditional Internet.

ON SMUGGLERS, AND DISCOVER OIL

“We are trying to make
the networking protocols
that are the basis of the In-
ternet today compatible with
the characteristics of un-
derwater networks,” Melo-
dia said. “In this way, we
would be able to access an
underwater sensor or some
other underwater equipment
... through a smartphone
or through a laptop.”

He and his colleagues
recently tested a prototype
system in Lake Erie. They
dropped two 40-pound
sensors into the water and
communicated with them
using a standard laptop.
In response to a command
prompt, the sensors emit-
ted high-pitched chirps, an
indication they received
the communication. The
team will present results
at the International Con-
ference on Underwater
Networks and Systems
Nov. 11-13 in Taiwan.

Eventually, Melodia
explained, a network of
sensors spread through-
out the world’s oceans,
communicating with
each other and the world
via the Internet, holds
promise for fields rang-
ing from surveillance to
climate science and en-
ergy exploration.

For example, the net-
work could detect passage
of a submarine loaded
with narcotics, and send
an alert to law enforce-
ment officials. Climate
scientists could collect
real-time data on how
warming temperatures
affect ocean circulation
patterns. Meanwhile, oil
and gas companies could
check an entire array of
seismic sensors that probe
beneath the sea floor for
real-time information on
potential oil reserves.



