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AP — World finance 
officials said Saturday 
they see a number of 
threats on the horizon 
for a global economy 
still clawing back from 
the deepest recession 
in seven decades, and a 
potential Greek debt de-
fault presents the most 
immediate risk.

After finance officials 
wrapped up three days 
of talks, the International 
Monetary Fund’s policy 
committee set a goal of 
working toward a “more 
robust, balanced and job-
rich global economy” 
while acknowledging 
growing risks to achiev-
ing that objective.

The Greek finance minis-
ter, Yanis Varoufakis, held a 
series of talks with finance 
officials on the sidelines of 
the spring meetings of the 
188-nation IMF and World 
Bank, trying to settle his 
country’s latest crisis.

Mario Draghi, head 
of the European Cen-
tral Bank, said it was “ur-
gent” to resolve the dis-
pute between Greece 
and its creditors.

A default, he said, 
would send the global 
economy into “uncharted 
waters” and the extent 
of the possible damage 
would be hard to esti-
mate. He told reporters 
that he did not want to 
even contemplate the 
chance of a default.

Earlier in the week, IMF 
Managing Director Chris-

Reuters -- The Unit-
ed States needs disrup-
tive new technologies, 
new ways of acquiring 
equipment and band-
width, and closer ties 
with global allies to stay 
ahead of growing chal-
lenges in space from Chi-
na, Russia and others, 
the head of U.S. Air Force 
Space Command told 
Reuters.

General John Hyten 
said the United States 
had been bracing for 
threats to its satellite 
systems for years, but 
continued anti-satellite 
testing by potential foes 
had fueled a fresh sense 
of urgency in both in-
dustry and government 
about the need to pre-
pare to win a possible 
war in space.

“We have to figure out 
what we’re going to do 
and how we’re going to 
do it,” Hyten said in an in-
terview, warning that a 
virtual or physical war in 
space would be devastat-
ing to the global environ-
ment and economy.

“We’re not going to 
be bested. We will not,” 
he said.

Hyten and other leaders 
challenged business exec-
utives at the annual Space 
Symposium conference in 
Colorado Springs to de-
velop ways to automate 
flight safety for rockets, 
set up a common ground 
system to track, commu-
nicate with and control 
satellites, and continue 
cutting costs of multibil-
lion-dollar systems.

He said increasing com-
petition and mounting 
budget pressures had al-
ready prompted big play-
ers like Lockheed Mar-
tin Corp, Boeing Co and 

tine Lagarde had reject-
ed suggestions that her 
agency might postpone 
repayment deadlines for 
Greece. On Saturday, she 
cited constructive talks 
with Varoufakis and said 
the goal was to stabilize 
Greece’s finances and as-
sure an economic recov-
ery and “make sure the 
whole partnership hangs 
together” between Greece 
and its creditors.

In its closing commu-
nique, the policy-set-
ting panel for the World 

Northrop Grumman Corp 
to lower costs, embrace 
emerging technologies 
such as 3D printing, and 
adopt commercial busi-
ness practices.

The expected certifi-
cation of privately-held 
launch provider Space 
Exploration Technologies 
Inc, or SpaceX, to com-
pete for government sat-
ellite launches had also 
triggered “huge, posi-
tive changes” at United 
Launch Alliance, a joint 
venture owned by Lock-
heed and Boeing that 
has been the sole pro-
vider, he said.

But more work was 
needed, including new 
business models such as 
leasing equipment or pay-
ing companies like Intel-
sat Inc to operate satel-

Bank expressed concerns 
about the unevenness 
of global growth and 
pledged to work with 
the IMF to provide eco-
nomic support for poor 
nations that have been 
hit hard by falling com-
modity prices.

Greece is in negotia-
tions with the IMF and 
European authorities to 
receive the final 7.2 bil-
lion euro ($7.8 billion) 
installment of its finan-
cial bailout. Creditors are 
demanding that Greece 

lites, to ensure delivery of 
equipment and services 
was on time and within 
budget, Hyten said.

“If they’re going to stay 
competitive, they better 
figure out how to work 
in this future,” Hyten said, 
adding that the Penta-
gon was done funding 
decade-long satellite pro-
grams that saw massive 
cost overruns and tech-
nology challenges.

The government 
would fund rigorous 
technology develop-
ment efforts to reduce 
risks, and future con-
tracts would likely be 
structured as fixed-price 
deals, he said.

Hyten said the Air Force 
was already providing lim-
ited funding for work on 
new digital payloads for 

produce a credible over-
haul before releasing the 
money.

The country has relied 
on international loans 
since 2010. Without more 
bailout money, Greece 
could miss two debt pay-
ments due to the IMF in 
May and run out of cash 
to pay government sal-
aries and pensions.

Fears that Greece could 
default and abandon the 
euro currency group sent 
shockwaves through glob-
al markets.

the next generation of 
global positioning satel-
lites (GPS), and planned 
similar efforts to develop 
a new wide field-of-view 
sensor for a follow-on mis-
sile warning satellite.

He also predicted a “fun-
damentally different” ap-
proach to an upcoming 
study of tactical communi-
cations needs that looked 
at leasing and other so-
lutions instead just buy-
ing equipment.

Hyten declined to dis-
cuss offensive U.S. capabili-
ties, but said rapid advanc-
es in electronic warfare 
by potential foes meant 
the Air Force needed rev-
olutionary, automated 
and adaptive systems for 
battle management and 
command and control of 
satellites.

Finance officials see rising 
risks to economic recovery

U.S. eyes new ways to prepare 
and win future war in space
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NSA introduces a recycling 
mascot for kids named ‘Dunk’

Norway to become the first 
country to kill FM radio

Study finds fidgeting helps 
ADHD students learn

UPI -- In honor of Earth Day, which 
is April 22, the NSA has introduced a 
recycling mascot named “Dunk.”

The agency is hosting a STEM 
program in Maryland schools that 
promotes recycling, according to 
its website. The video that shows 
Dunk speaking claims the agency is 
known for recycling, and it has been 
“going green for over 25 years, im-
plementing countless initiatives to 

be environmentally friendly.”
The video also says the NSA has 

been selling its used papers to re-
cycling companies that turn them 
into cardboard pizza boxes.

Some have called Dunk “disturb-
ing” and “the stuff of nightmares.”

According to the EPA, Americans 
made roughly 251 million tons of 
trash in 2012, and nearly 87 million 
tons was recycled or composted.

UPI -- Norway’s Ministry of Cul-
ture has confirmed FM radio will 
no longer be available in Norway 
started in 2017.

“This is an important day for ev-
eryone who loves radio,” said Gjer-
mund Eriksen, head of the broad-
casting station NRK, according to 
Radio.no. “The minister`s decision 
allows us to concentrate our resourc-
es even more upon what is most 
important, namely to create high 
quality and diverse radio-content 
to our listeners.

The country is planning to switch 
to Digital Audio Broadcasting (DAB), 

which is a radio format used in Eu-
rope and Asia that is said to be a 
higher quality than FM. DAB offers 
22 stations, while FM offers only five 
in the country. DAB could even han-
dle 20 more in the future.

“Listeners will have access to more 
diverse and pluralistic radio content 
and enjoy better sound quality and 
new functionality,” said Minister of Cul-
ture Thorhild Widvey in a statement. 
“Digitization will also greatly improve 
the emergency preparedness system, 
facilitate increased competition and 
offer new opportunities for innova-
tion and development.”

UPI -- Against popular belief, new 
research by the University of Cen-
tral Florida shows that children with 
ADHD learn better when left to wig-
gle and tap.

Traditional approaches aim to 
subdue ADHD children. “It’s exact-
ly the opposite of what we should 
be doing for a majority of children 
with ADHD,” study author and head 
of UCF Psychology’s Children’s Learn-
ing Clinic Mark Rapport said in a 
press release.

“The message isn’t ‘Let them run 
around the room,’ but you need to 
be able to facilitate their movement 
so they can maintain the level of 
alertness necessary for cognitive 
activities.” The study, published in 
the Journal of Abnormal Child Psy-

chology further confirms the asser-
tion that hyperactive movement in 
ADHD children serves a construc-
tive purpose.

In other words, the hyperactivity 
traditionally frowned upon in students 
helps them maintain alertness in class 
-- it only needs to be directed.

The study suggests students di-
agnosed with the disorder may per-
form better in the classroom, with 
homework and on testing days when 
physically engaged by sitting on an 
activity ball or exercise bike.

Previous research by Rapport has 
already shown that hyper behavior 
in children is actually evident “only 
when they need to use the brain’s 
executive brain functions, especial-
ly their working memory.”

 "We’re
not going

  to be
bested.

  We will
not"


