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Entertainment

Cate Blanchett on being
evil in ‘Cinderella’

(Reuters) - After playing both
real and mythical queens, a gold-
en age screen idol and Bob Dylan,
Cate Blanchett is taking on anoth-
er iconic, complex character - Cin-
derella’s evil stepmother.

In Disney’s live-action “Cinderel-
la,” out in U.S. theaters on March 13,
Oscar-winning Blanchett plays the
impeccably groomed and conniving
Lady Tremaine, the villain obstruct-
ing Cinderella (Lily James) on her
journey to becoming a princess.

Blanchett, 45, spoke with Reuters
about how “Cinderella” brings a classic
story into the modern age and weighed
in on women in Hollywood.

Q: How do you put your stamp
on a character like the evil step-
mother that has become embedded
in pop culture?

A: It’s very easy to play someone
who’s just bad, but then hopefully
understanding what makes someone
tick. I think an exploration of jealou-
sy amongst women is an interesting
thing to explore on screen.

Q: How does this re-telling con-
temporize the story?

A: In the 1950s classic of the sto-
ry, Cinderella was a bit of a doormat
- she was incredibly beautiful, she
moved gracefully. You also didn’t
really understand the prince apart

from the fact that he was gorgeous
and he rescued her.

(Director Kenneth Branagh) kept
talking about kindness as a super
power, which I think has taken the
story into a contemporary arena. In
this cutthroat world where econom-
ics is everything, if you stop and
pause, have empathy and kindness
towards someone, then people can
walk all over you. The fact that her
goodness and kindness triumphs,
that it really truly is a super power,
is a wonderful message in the con-
temporary world.

Q: Hollywood again came un-
der fire recently for its lack of lead-
ing roles for women. How do you
think traditional roles for women
are changing in Hollywood?

A: The fact that we’re still talk-
ing about it means that we probably
haven’t moved as far. But people al-
ways talk about Hollywood.

Let’s start with equal pay for equal
work, and when we can get to that
space across all industries, then we
might be able to say things have
shifted. And then maybe you could
look at Hollywood for the nuances
of how things are being represent-
ed. I think women still have to talk
about it ... there’s still not gender
equality in any industry.

Six-way kidney swap complete
at San Francisco hospital

(Reuters) - Doctors at a San Fran-
cisco hospital on Friday completed
kidney transplant surgeries in a rare
organ-transplant chain from living
donors that resulted in healthy kid-
neys going to six sick people.

The group of 12 donors and re-
cipients, ranging in age from 24 to
70-years-old, were recovering after
their operations at California Pa-
cific Medical Center, said hospital
spokesman Dean Fryer.

“All the surgeries went smoothly.
Everybody is now in their recov-
ery rooms and getting some well-
deserved rest,” Fryer said, adding
that donors typically can be released
in two to three days and recipients
in three to five days.

The first round of operations be-
gan on Thursday and all the surger-
ies were completed by late Friday
afternoon, Fryer said. Five surgeons
and dozens of hospital staff were
on hand for the two days of pro-
cedures, he said.

Among those recovering from
Thursday’s surgery was Zully Brous-
sard, 55, of Sacramento, California,
a so-called altruistic donor who had
triggered the domino effect.

Broussard, whose son and hus-
band both died of cancer, offered
to donate a kidney to a friend, but
the friend ultimately had to use
another donor, according to hos-
pital officials.

Broussard was still willing to
donate, so she was matched with
a man she did not know from Be-
nicia, California. That man’s sis-
ter-in-law, who was not a match
for him, agreed to donate her kid-
ney to a Fresno woman, while her
son, in turn, would be a donor for
another woman, and so on.

This was the largest kidney swap
in the 44-year history of Califor-
nia Pacific’s transplant center. In
2011, the hospital became the state’s
first to do a five-way swap, Fry-
er said.

ENGLISH30

UNDER OBAMA, 4 IN 10 SAY RACE

(CNN), Four in 10 Amer-
icans say race relations
in the United States have
gotten worse under the
nation’s first black presi-
dent, according to a new
CNN/ORC poll. And 50
years after the Bloody
Sunday march marked a
turning point in the civil
rights movement, many
still see discrimination in
the nation’s voting prac-
tices and criminal justice
system.

As Barack Obama pre-
pares to mark the march’s
anniversary in Selma, Ala-
bama, 39% of Americans
say relations between blacks
and whites have worsened
since he took office, in-
cluding 45% of whites and
26% of blacks. Just 15%
of Americans say race re-
lations have improved un-
der Obama, while 45% say
they have stayed about
the same.

When it comes to vot-
ing rights and criminal jus-
tice, about half of Amer-
icans think more work is
needed. The poll finds 51%
believe the Voting Rights
Act, signed into law the
summer after the march,
remains necessary to make
sure that blacks are allowed
to vote, while 47% say it’s
no longer needed. Fifty
percent say the nation’s
criminal justice system
favors whites over blacks,
while 42% think it treats
both equally.

On employment, most
see progress, with 72% say-

Technology

»

ing blacks in their commu-
nity have as good a chance
as whites at getting jobs for
which they are qualified,
28% say they do not.

But across all these mea-
sures, the overall results
mask sharp divides between
blacks and whites on per-
ceptions of racial disparity
in the U.S. While 76% of
blacks say the Voting Rights
Act is necessary in present
day to ensure that blacks
are able to vote, just 48%
of whites agree. Likewise,
54% of African Americans
say blacks do not have as
good a chance as whites
to get jobs for which they
are qualified, just 19% of
whites agree.

And blacks and whites
are broadly divided in their
assessment of the nation’s

RELATIONS WORSENED

criminal justice system.
Three-quarters of African
Americans (76%) say the
system favors whites, com-
pared with 42% of whites
who hold that same opin-
ion. The poll was complet-
ed before the Department
of Justice released a report
finding widespread racial
discrimination by the po-
lice department in Fergu-
son, Missouri, where the
shooting death of 18-year-
old Michael Brown, who
was black, by a white po-
lice officer sparked months
of protests.

The city’s mayor, James
Knowles, responded to
the report at a press con-
ference Wednesday not-
ing that work needed to
be done not just in Fergu-
son but nationwide. “We

must do better not only as
a city but as a state and
a country,” he said. “We
must all work to address
issues of racial dispar-
ity in all aspects of our
society.”

The poll found some
differences in perceptions
of discrimination by re-
gion. Southern blacks were
more likely than blacks
elsewhere to say that the
Voting Rights Act remains
necessary today, 82% com-
pared with 72% among
blacks who live elsewhere.
They are also less likely
than blacks outside the
South to say that African
Americans in their com-
munity stand as good a
chance as whites at get-
ting a job they’re quali-
fied for (40% in the South
vs. 50% elsewhere), and
are more apt to see the
criminal justice system as
biased in favor of whites
over blacks (82% vs. 70%
elsewhere).

At the same time, young-
er blacks are somewhat
more apt to see a level play-
ing field than older African
Americans. Among blacks
age 55 or older, 39% say
blacks in their community
have as good a chance as
whites at getting jobs for
which they are qualified,
that rises to 47% among
younger blacks. Likewise,
88% of blacks age 55 or
older see the Voting Rights
Act as necessary, com-
pared with 73% of young-
er blacks.

THIEVES USE STOLEN CREDIT
CARDS ON APPLE PAY

Thieves are using stolen
credit card data to make
bogus purchases on Ap-
ple Pay, Apple’s mobile
payment system.

The stolen card data
is believed to have come
from recent hacks on ma-
jor retailers including
Home Depot and Tar-

get, according to a re-
port by the Wall Street
Journal.

Here’s what’s happen-
ing: Apple’s system hasn’t
been hacked. But cyber
thieves are taking stolen
credit card data, enter-
ing it into smartphones,
and making purchases

-- all without the use of
an actual credit card or
signature.

It’s unclear how many
Apple Pay transactions
are fraudulent. About
80% of the unauthorized
purchases have actually
been bought with smart-
phones at Apple stores,

the Journal reports, cit-
ing sources familiar with
the matter.

This isn’t good news
for Apple Pay, which
launched last fall, high-
lighting just how much
damage cyber thieves
can create.

Apple Pay’s network

includes major mer-
chants such as Whole
Foods (WFM), McDon-
ald’s (MCD), Bloom-
ingdale’s and Walgreens
(WBA).

Apple didn’t imme-
diately respond to a re-
quest from CNNMoney
for comment.

MARS MAY HAVE HAD AN OCEAN

COMPARA

(CNN), Scientists at
NASA are one step closer
to understanding how much
water could have existed
on primeval Mars.

These new findings also
indicate how primitive wa-
ter reservoirs there could
have evolved over billions
of years, indicating that
early oceans on the Red
Planet might have held
more water than Earth’s
Arctic Ocean, NASA sci-
entists reveal in a study
published Friday in the
journal Science.

“Our study provides
a solid estimate of how
much water Mars once
had, by determining how
much water was lost to
space,” said Geronimo
Villanueva, a scientist at
NASA’s Goddard Space
Flight Center. “With this
work, we can better under-
stand the history of water
on Mars.”

To find answers to this
age-old question about
Martian water molecules,
scientists used the world’s
three major infrared tele-
scopes, in Chile and Ha-

' o . —
= 2 —— .

waii, to measure traces of
water in the planet’s at-
mosphere over a range of
areas and seasons, span-
ning from March 2008 to
January 2014.

“From the ground, we
could take a snapshot of the
whole hemisphere on a sin-
gle night,” said Goddard’s
Michael Mumma.

Scientists looked at the
ratio of two different forms
-- or isotopes -- of wa-
ter, H20 and HDO. The
latter is made heavier by
one of its hydrogen at-

oms, called deuterium,
which has a neutron at
its core in addition to the
proton that all hydrogen
atoms have.

That weighed down
HDO more, while larger
amounts of hydrogen from
H20 floated into the atmo-
sphere, broke away from
Mars’ low gravity and dis-
appeared into space.

As a result, water
trapped in Mars’ polar ice
caps has a much higher
level of HDO than fluid
water on Earth does, the

scientists said.

The scientists compared
the ratio of H20 to HDO
in Mars’ atmosphere to-
day to the ratio of the two
molecules trapped inside
a Mars meteorite, a stone
that broke off from Mars
-- perhaps when an as-
teroid hit -- and landed
on Earth some 4.5 billion
years ago.

They were able to deter-
mine how much that ratio
had changed over time and
estimate how much wa-
ter has disappeared from
Mars -- about 87%.

The findings indicate
that the Red Planet could
have had its fair share of
blue waters, possibly even
yielding an ocean. Accord-
ing to NASA, there might
have been enough water to
cover up to 20% of Mars’
surface.

That would amount to
an ocean proportionally
larger than the Atlantic
on Earth.

“This ocean had a maxi-
mum depth of around 5,000
feet or around one mile
deep,” said Villanueva.
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