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Our degrees enable our students to pursue their
post-graduate degrees studies in local, regional and
internationally acclaimed graduate programs or
professional schools.

CANADA
 Concordia University
* McGill University

USA

1] «John Hopkins Umver}Sl Vi’ g
V) = University of Chicago
AUK * University of California
AMERICAN » University of San Francij

U}\III(VI}E\%Z}? * Columbia University .4

« New York Umversut§ '
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v
ECY T '

« Cairo University

™
UNLSIFLD)

IIN(SIPW IV

* School of Oriental and African Studies
* Cardiff Business School

* London School of Economics

« University of Wales

* Oxford University

* Durham University

Tel: 1-802040 / (+965) 2224-8399, Ext: 3148 Fax: (+965) 2572-4947
admissio )Jauk.edu.kw | www.auk.edu.kw

f American University of Kuwait |
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PERU — ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES

His Excellency Heli Pelaez Castro, Ambassador of the Republic of Peru to Kuwait

Staff Report

Peru is a land of limit-
less possibilities in every
possible field; a country
with an ancient heritage
and a modern outlook, is
how the ambassador of
the Republic of Peru to
Kuwait, His Excellen-
cy Heli Pelaez Castro
would like to describe
his country. A veteran
diplomat who has served
his country meritorious-
ly for over three decades
in various world capi-
tals, Ambassador Cas-
tro arrived in Kuwait
just over a year ago to
take up his first post-
ing in the Middle-East
and the Arab world in
general.

“Before arriving in
Kuwait, I served as the
ambassador of my coun-
try to Honduras and pri-
or to that at the Perma-
nent Mission of Peru to
the United Nations in
New York and in Ge-
neva. Over the years |
have also been assigned
to our embassies in the
Czech Republic, in Ven-
ezuela, Austria and at the
General Consul in New
York,” said the diplomat
at the start of an exclu-
sive interview with The
Times Kuwait.

We were sitting in
the ambassador’s ex-
quisitely furnished of-
fice in downtown Sharq,
which provided an ex-
pansive view of Kuwait
Bay in the distance, and
was replete with arts,
crafts and other products
that highlighted the vi-
brant culture and amaz-
ing diversity of Peru and
its people.

The Republic of Peru
established diplomatic re-
lations with the State of
Kuwait on 1 December,
1975 and elevated ties to
the ambassadorial level
with the appointment of
an ambassador and the
opening of the embassy
here in 2011. Coopera-
tion with the Middle-East
and Arab region were
given a boost during the
third South American-
Arab Countries Summit
(ASPA Summit) that
was held in Lima in Oc-
tober 2012. The sum-

mit resolutions paved
the way to further de-
velop bi-regional rela-
tions through political
dialogue and multidi-
mensional cooperation,
as well as to broaden
diplomatic relations be-
tween Arab and South
American countries.

“Our government’s
policy of strengthening
relations with countries
of the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC), led us to
open embassies in Qa-
tar, UAE and Saudi Ara-
bia along with Kuwait.
Next year we will be
celebrating 40 years of
diplomatic relations be-
tween our two friendly
countries, and we look
forward to the opening
of Kuwait’s embassy
in Lima, our capital, in
the near future” said the
envoy.

“Since presenting my
credentials to His High-
ness Sheikh Sabah Al
Ahmed Al Jaber Al Sa-
bah, Amir of the State
of Kuwait, the embassy
and I have worked on
multilateral levels to en-
hance the already strong
relations between Peru
and Kuwait. I have at-
tempted to re-launch the
good bilateral relations

and give it greater mo-
mentum through closer
cooperation and friend-
ship with the authorities
and people of Kuwait,”
added the diplomat.

In recent months, two
ministerial-level meet-
ings were conducted be-
tween Peru and Kuwait;
one was between our
two Ministries of Health,
and the other was held
in Lima at the conclu-
sion of the first forum
for women leaders in
ASPA. The women’s fo-
rum was attended on the
Kuwaiti side by a high-
level delegation headed
by the Chairperson of
Women'’s Affairs Com-
mittee at the Kuwaiti
Cabinet, Sheikha Lat-
ifa Al-Fahad Al-Salem
Al-Sabah.

The top-level dele-
gation to the forum dis-
cussed with the Peruvi-
an Minister of Women
and Vulnerable Popula-
tions, Carmen Durand,
means of cooperation
in regard to women’s
issues and stressed the
significance of exchang-
ing expertise and coordi-
nating stances between
the two countries at in-
ternational venues. The
meeting was attended by

Deputy Chairperson of
Women’s Affairs Com-
mittee Sheikh Hessa
Saad Al-Abdullah and
Kuwait’s Ambassador
to Chile and non-resi-
dent in Peru Reem Al-
Khaled.

Elaborating on peo-
ple level engagements
between Peru and Ku-
wait the envoy added that
these ties were given a
further impetus last year
with a highly success-
ful, week-long Peruvi-
an Artistic and Culinary
Festival. “The festival
featured Peruvian chefs
and art exponents who
were able to introduce
the people of Kuwait to
the creative and culinary
diversity of Peru. Short-
ly, we are going to sign
a bilateral agreement on
promoting cultural ex-
changes between the two
countries. Meanwhile, in
coordination with Ku-
wait’s National Council
of Culture, Arts and Let-
ters, we are planning to
invite one of the best Pe-
ruvian folk music bands
to perform in Kuwait,
probably in October as
part of our National Day
celebrations. The band
will introduce Kuwaiti
public to the range and
rhapsody of Andean mu-
sic and songs, as well as
the melodious versatil-
ity of traditional musi-
cal instruments.”

“We are also planning
a gastronomic festival
where we aim to bring
one of the most famous
Peruvian chefs to teach
local chefs in Kuwait on
ways of preparing de-
licious Peruvian dish-
es, such as the famous
Ceviche, Papa a la Huan-
caina, Arroz con Pato,
Aji d Gallina, Anticu-
chos, Papa Rellena and,
of course, dishes made
from quinoa.

The quinoa, is often
called the golden grain
of the Incas, our ances-
tors who began growing
this grain on the Peruvi-
an highlands centuries
ago. One of the most
versatile grains, the qui-
noa is regarded as the
gift of Peru to the rest
of the world, and is con-
sidered a super food on
account of its high nutri-

tive value, rich protein
and fiber content. “And,
because of being gluten-
free, it is an ideal ingre-
dient that could be ben-
eficially incorporated in
diabetic diet regimens.
We are in talks with Ku-
wait’s Dasman Diabetes
Institute on introducing
quinoa as a supplemen-
tary food for diabetic pa-
tients here,” noted the
ambassador.

Peru has an amazing
culinary diversity and
our cuisines have been
slowly gaining ground
among gastronomes and
top restaurants around
the world. Two of the
top fifteen restaurants
in the world today are
Peruvian and the coun-
try has been voted as
the World’s Leading cu-
linary Destination for
two years in a row by
World Travel Awards.
The ambassador went on
to proudly add, “Did you
know, for instance, that
there are more than 450
original Peruvian dishes
and that today there are
more than 2,000 variet-
ies of potatoes native to
Peru. The potato origi-
nated in Peru before it
was brought to Europe
by the Spaniards in the
16th century.”

On the economic side,
Peru has enjoyed polit-
ical and economic sta-
bility for the last twenty
years as a result of as-
tute and prudent political
and economic policies
implemented by consec-
utive governments. Re-
cent economic growth has
been fueled by macro-
economic stability, im-
proved terms of trade,
and rising investment
and consumption. The
Peruvian economy has
displayed a relatively
high growth rate of six
to seven percent annu-
ally for many years run-
ning and rating agencies
have given the country
triple B+ ranking based
on its long-term credit
ratings. The economy,
which is considered as
upper middle income
and one of the fastest-
growing global econ-
omies by the World
Bank, is the 39th larg-
est in the world and one

of the best-performing
in Latin America.

Speaking about ex-
panding two-way trade
between Peru and Ku-
wait, the ambassador was
upbeat on the potential.
“We are promoting bi-
lateral trade through en-
couraging trade contacts
between Peruvian food
producers and potential
Kuwaiti importers. Trade
between Peru and Ku-
wait, which is relative-
ly small at the moment,
could be significantly
boosted through import
by Kuwait, of fish, meat
and other agricultural im-
ports, as well as jewel-
ry and high-end cotton
fabrics, as well as the
remarkably delicate and
soft alpaca wool.”

There are plenty of
investment opportuni-
ties in various sectors
of the Peruvian econ-
omy, including in min-
ing, fishing, agriculture,
gas energy, manufac-
turing, tourism and in-
frastructure, especially
in airports, harbors and
highways, noted the am-
bassador. “My message
to businesses and entre-
preneurs in Kuwait is
that Peru is on a growth
trajectory, our domestic
market is developing sig-
nificantly and the coun-
try provides plenty of
good opportunities for
investments. While we
already have a broader
economic and invest-
ment framework to safe-
guard and promote in-
vestments on the GCC
level, we are in the pro-
cess of beginning ne-
gotiations on bilateral
economic agreements
with Kuwait that will
further facilitate trade
and investment between
our two nations,” added
the envoy.

On the tourism front,
Peru is an open archeo-
logical museum with a
history that spans from
the six thousand year
old Norte Chico civili-
zation, one of the oldest
in the world, to the gran-
deur and sophistication
of the Inca Empire, the
largest in Pre-Columbi-
an America. Remnants
of those civilizations
can still be seen at the

City of Cuzco, in Car-
al and at Macchu Pic-
chu, the mountain top
city of the Incas, which
was recently named as
one of the New Seven
Wonders of the World
by UNESCO.

Ambassador Castro
went on to add, “It is
true that Peru and Ku-
wait are quite distant
and this distance gives
rise to several miscon-
ceptions about safety,
about infrastructure and
availability of modern
facilities and amenities.
I would like to encour-
age Kuwaitis and resi-
dents in Kuwait to visit
the country, whether for
business or leisure, and
experience it for them-
selves; Peru you will find
is one of the safest and
most diverse places in
Latin America.”

From traditional vil-
lages along the banks of
Lake Titicaca, that take
visitors back in time, to
Iquitos, at the heart of
Peruvian Amazon where
the amazing biodiversity
is one of the largest in the
world, and on to down-
town Lima, where one
can witness several Ar-
abic influence that were
transmitted through the
Spanish conquerors in the
16th century, Peru is a
unique land blessed with
a long coastline, majes-
tic mountains and ver-
dant jungles. A visit to
this land is an experience
unlike any other.

Wishing the leader-
ship, government and
people of Kuwait the
very best, Ambassador
Castro concluded by ex-
pressing his hope that re-
lations between Peru and
Kuwait would continue
to grow and prosper in
the coming years.

(in association with
“The Times, Kuwait”)
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NIGERIA SCHOOLGIRL ABDUCTIONS: FIVE QUESTIONS

(BBC) As internation-
al experts arrive in Nige-
ria to help in the hunt for
more than 200 school-
girls abducted three weeks
ago by Islamist militant
group Boko Haram, Nige-
ria analyst Andrew Walk-
er answers five questions
about the case:

Where are the

girls?

@ The abducted girls from
the town of Chibok are
thought to be held in the
Sambisa forest, a remote
and inaccessible area of
country.

It has been reported
that the forest is dense
and impenetrable, but
this is misleading.

The landscape at this
latitude south of the Sa-
hara is mostly grassland
and scrub woods, with
thickly wooded river
gullies.

Ridges of granite stick
through sandy soil in
parts, making it impass-
able even by four-wheel
drive vehicles.

There have been reports
that the girls have been
taken out of the coun-

try, perhaps into northern
Cameroon, but this has
not been confirmed.

Who are the girls?

® While the number of
girls kidnapped has not
been finally settled, the
identities of some 180
were released by a Chris-
tian activist. These names

have not been confirmed.
Fifty-three have man-
aged to escape.
Southern Borno state
is home to many Chris-
tian communities and it
is thought the majority of
the girls who have been
taken are Christians.
But there are also
Muslim girls among the

abducted.

These divisions might
not mean much to the
people of Chibok, a small
community where ev-
eryone knows everyone,
and families are made
up both Christians and
Muslims.

Why did Boko Haram

abduct the girls?

@ The group condemns
those who have been ed-
ucated in the “Western”
system, and is against the
education of women.

It has also threat-
ened in the past to kid-
nap Christian women
in retaliation for the ar-
rest of members’ wives
by the Nigerian securi-
ty services.

The group’s leader-
ship also have a practi-
cal reason; insurgents on
the move need camp fol-
lowers and servants.

Women who have es-
caped in the past have
said the group forcibly
married captive women
to favoured command-
ers as a reward, or used
women as sex slaves for
their troops.

Why was Nigeria so
slow to do anything?
@ Nigerians have become
inured to daily tales of
horror that come out
of the north and poli-
ticians are not exempt
from this.

Many people in Nige-
ria feel a sense of des-

perate fatalism about
the conflict; for days it
seemed the kidnapping
was just another event in
a campaign of violence
that rumbles on without
a clear solution.

The number of girls
taken did not initially reg-
ister, perhaps because in
most news stories num-
bers are unreliable and
routinely ignored.

Divisions among the
political class in the run-
up to next year’s elec-
tions have also made
things difficult.

The north-eastern
states where Boko Haram
is strongest are run by
opposition governors,
leading to a lack of trust
between the central gov-
ernment and local lead-
ers, and vice versa.

This, people around
the government say,
led to it distancing it-
self from the problem
for fear of falling into
a political trap.

But the government
lacks the capacity to act
effectively in many ar-
eas of governance - in
energy policy, educa-

tion, health, as well as
security.

Why did Nigeria
change its mind on
foreign assistance?

@ Nigeria is very prickly
about its sovereignty.

Until now it has re-
jected requests to base
Africom, the US mili-
tary’s African command
centre, in the country. It
favours funding its own,
as yet unsuccessful, un-
manned aerial vehicle, or
drone, programme.

Under the global spot-
light, and with delega-
tions form many nations
in the capital, Abuja, for
the World Economic Fo-
rum for Africa this week,
it has relented and al-
lowed in foreign secu-
rity advisers.

In the past President
Goodluck Jonathan has
asked for foreign gov-
ernments to “support the
Nigerian government’s
efforts” against Boko
Haram - interpreted as
a request for money.

Extra aid was not
forthcoming then, but
it may be now.
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