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PARTNERSHIPS TECHNICAL BUREAU

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
AlKhairan IWPP - Phase |

The State of Kuwait, through the Partnerships Technical Bureau ("PTB") and in
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collaboration with the Ministry of Electricity and Water, is in the process of exe-
cuting AlKhairan IWPP Phase | project to further reinforce Kuwait's power gen-
eration and water production capacities and respond to the increasing demand.

It is expected that Phase | of AlKhairan IWPP will have a guaranteed power gen-
eration capacity of approximately 1,500 MW through steam turbines as well as

a guaranteed potable water production capacity of 125 MIGD. The plant will be
operated on Low Sulphur Fuel Oil ("LSFO") as primary fuel and, on natural gas,
gas oil or crude oil as back-up fuels.

The developer will be responsible for the financing, design, procurement, con-
struction, operation and maintenance of a new power generation and seawater
desalination facility to be located at a specific "greenfield” site, AlKhairan, south
of the existing Az-Zour South power complex through establishing a joint stock
company In accordance with the IWPP Law (Law No. 39/2010) and its amend-
ments, the project is expected to be undertaken through an ECWPA contractual
framework, including an off-take agreement with the Ministry of Electricity and
Water, for a maximum duration of 40years.

Interested developers/investors are required to submit expression of interest
to PTE by email and by a formal letter no later than 12:00 pm Kuwait Time on
Wednesday the 5th of March 2014 at the following address:

Touristic Enterprises Company Building
Second Floor Al-Shuwaikh Administrative Zone - Al-Jahra Street
khairaniwpp@ptb.gov.kw

Further details can be obtained from visiting the project page on PTB's website
at the following address: www.pth.gov.kw

This announcement shall not commit, nor bind the PTB nor the MEW whatsoever in having to
proceed to the next stage or award a contract. The PTB reserves the complefe right to at any
fime disregard all responses and ferminate the competitive selection process and proceed with
the Project in some other manner or not at all, with no lability whalsoever,
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BHUTAN

:¥]

THOUGHT-LEADER TO THE WORLD
H.E. Dasho Tashi Phuntsog

Staff Report

His Excellency Dasho
Tashi Phuntsog, Ambas-
sador of the Kingdom
of Bhutan in Kuwait, is
a diplomat by profession
and one could say a phi-
losopher and intellectu-
al by vocation. Holding
strong opinions and per-
ceptive insights on wide
ranging issues, the am-
bassador is also not reti-
cent about expressing his
ideas lucidly, unequivo-
cally and often quite em-
phatically. The Times
recently had the unique
privilege and honor of
engaging in a very stim-
ulating discussion with
Ambassador Phuntsog.
During the course of the
interview, the ambassador
expressed his outspoken
views on life, politics,
government, his official
career and the growing bi-
lateral relations between
Bhutan and Kuwait.

In our present chaotic
world where global leaders
are often accused of mud-
dling around and leading
without a clear vision,
Bhutan is emerging as
a thought-leader and a
strong voice of reason.
The government’s unique
barometer of success, its
Gross National Happi-
ness (GNP), is gaining
credence among econo-
mists and countries around
the world. It is unfortu-
nate that their recent at-
tempt for a non-perma-
nent member seat at the
United Nations Securi-
ty Council did not meet
with success. The world,
at least for the moment,
is poorer by their absence.
The Times on the other
hand were luckier in that
we could spend some time
with Bhutanys represen-
tative in Kuwait and get
to share some of this vi-
sionary form of thought-
leadership.

For many years now,
Bhutan has linked the
country’s economic growth
with good governance and
a concomitant emphasis
on conserving and sustain-
ing the environment, while
preserving and promot-

Entertainment

ing culture and heritage.
The government’s accent
on GNH, in place of gross
national product (GNP),
to measure the country’s
growth and success has
led to braiding economic
growth and development
around people, rather
than people around devel-
opment. And, the policy
seems to be working, last
year the country notched
an impressive economic
growth rate of 7.9 per-
cent and this year it is
expected to be around
8.4 percent. Not only is
Bhutan one of the fast-
est growing economies
in the region, it is also,
according to Transpar-
ency International, the
least corrupt country in
South Asia.

Starting his career in
1975 at the lowest rung of
bureaucratic ladder, Am-
bassador Phuntsog worked
his way up the official
hierarchy to eventually
become Cabinet Secre-
tary to the Government
of Bhutan. The Royal
approval for his Cabinet

Fast & Furious 7 Release Date
Moved To 2015

Secretary post came after
he was hand-picked by the
prime-minister from sev-
en top merited candidates
who were shortlisted by
the government. Howev-
er, his strong views and
firm beliefs on the need
for propriety and probi-
ty in personal and pub-
lic life from everyone,
appointed or elected to
serve the people, has of-
ten brought him in direct
conflict with officialdom.
Astrong family man who
values the bonds of family
and friends, the ambas-
sador insists on walking
the talk when it comes to
integrity, uprightness and
diligence to work in his
own personal life.

The 4th King of
Bhutan, Jigme Singye
Wangchuk, who acced-
ed to the throne in 1972,
was responsible for many
modern reforms in Bhu-
tan, including the creation
of GNP, said Ambassa-
dor Phuntsog. He trans-
formed the country from
an absolute monarchy to
a constitutional monar-

chy and in

2008 held the first
general elections to a
democratic parliament.
The same year the king
abdicated in favor of his
eldest son and current
King Jigme Khesar Nam-
gyal Wangchuck.

“Among the reforms
introduced by the 4th king
during his rule was open-
ing up of the kingdom
to the rest of the world.
The king believed that in
a rapidly growing mod-
ern world, a small king-
dom like Bhutan could
not afford to remain iso-
lated forever. He initiat-
ed contacts and interac-
tions with other countries
to enhance and strength-
en Bhutanys profile and
to secure its sovereignty
through foreign policies
and bilateral relations. It
was this focus on improv-
ing international ties that
led Bhutan in 1982 to ini-
tiate diplomatic relations
with Kuwait,” said Am-
bassador Phuntsog.

“Bilateral relations be-

tween Bhutan and Kuwait
began with the opening
of a Consulate in May
1982. Corresponding
with the arrival of our
first ambassador to Ku-
wait in 1986, the Con-
sulate was upgraded to
the status of an Em-
bassy. Since then there
have been numerous
contacts and high lev-
el visits between the two
countries with the aim of
deepening engagement
and strengthening co-
operation. In Decem-
ber 2010, His Excel-
lency Nameer Kathem
Al Quraine assumed his
post as the first resident
ambassador of Kuwait to
Bhutan. And in February
2011, His Majesty the
King of Bhutan visited
Kuwait at the personal
invitation of His High-
ness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al- Ahmed Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, to attend
the 50th Anniversary
of Kuwait’s Indepen-
dence. In October this
year, the Finance Min-
ister of Bhutan, Wangdi
Norbu and the Foreign

Technology

Secretary Yeshey Dorji
attended the ACD Sum-
mit held in Kuwait.”

Already, there are sev-
eral ongoing projects in
Bhutan that are financed
by the Kuwait Fund for
Arab Economic Develop-
ment and there is grow-
ing interaction in various
other domains. In the near
future, we are also plan-
ning on an exchange of
visits by media personnel
of the two countries.”

“In a further reflection
of the deepening relations
between the two nations,
the Kuwait Shooting Fed-
eration sponsored the par-
ticipation, for the very
first time, of a Bhutanese
shooter at the Olympics
held in London earlier this
year.” Kunzang Choden,
a Bhutanese mother of
two, who had the po-
tential and passion for
the sport but lacked the
equipment and training
was able to participate in
the 10m air rifle shoot-
ing event at the London
Olympics 2012, due to
support from Kuwaitys
Shooting Federation. Also
earlier this year, a Bhuta-
nese Under-19 womemn>s
team won third place at
the Asian Cricket Council
U-19 Women’s champion-
ship held in Kuwait.

There is close coop-
eration between Bhutan
and Kuwait in Football
as well. In 2010, during a
visit to Kuwait by Prince
Jigyel Ugyen Wangchuck,
President of the Bhu-
tan Olympic Committee,
a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) was
signed, by the President
of the Olympic Council
of Asia Sheikh Ahmad
Al-Fahad Al-Sabah and
the President of the Bhu-
tan Football Federation,
to provide technical and
financial assistance to the
Bhutan Football Feder-
ation for promotion and
development of the game
in Bhutan.

“larrived in Kuwait in
March, 2012 and present-
ed my credentials before
His Highness the Amir in
April. During my stay

in Kuwait I found the
local people friend-
ly, hospitable and will-
ing to go any length to
make one feel most wel-
come. The country con-
tinues to surprise me
in many ways; coming
from a land with limited
road infrastructure, I was
amazed at the wonderful
road network in Kuwait.
However, what was sad-
ly even more surprising
was to learn the country
has over 400 road fatal-
ities per year. | am sure
with a little more care for
fellow drivers and better
respect for traffic rules
and signals, the roads
in Kuwait will not only
be a pleasure to drive on,
but also safer.”

“The other irony I
observed is that despite
being one of the most
arid regions in the world,
the abundance of flow-
ers, trees and greenery
everywhere in Kuwait
is really incredible. I am
sure this must come at a
heavy cost, in the form of
extensive water usage and
exhaustive labor on reg-
ular maintenance. So it
astonishes me whenever |
notice the rampant waste
of water in the country,
or while walking along
the seafront promenade,
the wide spread litter-
ing that takes place all
over. I understand that
the per-capita consump-
tion of water in Kuwait
and its carbon footprint
are among the highest in
the world. As an advocate
of conservation and sus-
tainable development I
feel that this general dis-
regard of resources for
future generations is wor-
risome,” concluded Am-
bassador Phuntsog on a
reflective note.

(in association with
“The Times, Kuwait”)
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GOOGLE'S SCHAFT ROBOT WINS
DARPA RESCUE CHALLENGE

(BBC) Team Schaft’s

Paul Walker sadly passed away three
weeks ago. He was half-way through
shooting Fast & Furious 7, and the pro-
duction team decided to take time off so
that the cast, crew and Walker’s family
could grieve. Now, though no work is
being done on the film at this moment,
his co-star and producer of the series,
Vin Diesel, has announced when the se-
quel will hit cinemas, if not when pro-
duction will recommence. The date to
write down in your diaries is this: April
10, 2015. This means the burgeoning
billion dollar franchise will have over a
year to tweak the script and carry out re-
shoots before heading to cinemas. Die-
sel announced the news on his Facebook
page, alongside a picture of the last scene
the two shot together (see above). “The

last scene we filmed together... There
was a unique sense of completion, of
pride we shared... in the film we were
now completing... the magic captured...
and, in just how far we’ve come... Fast
and Furious 7 will be released... April
10th 2015! P.S. He’d want you to know
first...” 2015 is set to be the biggest
blockbuster-filled year ever seen, with
the likes of World Of Warcraft butting
heads with Star Wars: Episode VII and
Bourne 5 challenging Bond 24 for the
spy crown. Then there is Avengers: Age
Of Ultron, the final chapter of the Hunger
Games series, Assassin’s Creed and Ant-
Man (now starring Paul Rudd). Diesel
will be seen - in a fashion - in Marvel’s
Guardians Of The Galaxy, which will ar-
rive a little earlier, on August 2014.

machine carried out all
eight rescue-themed
tasks to outscore
its rivals by a wide
margin.

Three of the oth-
er 15 teams that took
part failed to secure any
points at the event near
Miami, Florida. Schaft
and seven of the oth-
er top-scorers can now
apply for more Dar-
pa funds to compete
in 2014’s finals.

Darpa said it had
been inspired to organ-
ise the challenge after
it became clear robots
were only capable of
playing a very limited
role in efforts to con-
tain 2011°s Fukushima
nuclear reactor melt-
down in Japan.

“What we realised
was ... these robots
couldn’t do anything
other than observe,” said
Gill Pratt, programme
manager for the Darpa
Robotics Challenge.

“What they needed
was a robot to go into

that reactor building and
shut off the valves.”
In order to spur on
development of more
adept robots the agen-
cy challenged contes-
tants to complete a
series of tasks, with a
time-limit of 30 min-
utes for each: Drive a
utility vehicle along a
course - Climb an 8ft-
high (2.4m) ladder - Re-
move debris blocking
a doorway - Pull open
a lever-handled door
- Cross a course that
featured ramps,steps
and unfastened blocks
- Cut a triangular shape

in a wall using acord-
less drill - Close three
air valves, each con-
trolled bya different-
sized wheel or lever -
Unreel a hose and then
screw its nozzleinto a
wall connector.

More than 100 teams
originally applied to
take part, and the num-
ber was whittled down
to 17 by Darpa ahead
of Friday and Satur-
day’s event

Some entered their
own machines, while
others made use of
Atlas - a robot man-
ufactured by another
Google-owned busi-
ness, Boston Dynam-
ics - controlling it with
their own software.

One self-funded team
from China - Intelligent
Pioneer - dropped out at
the last moment, bring-
ing the number of con-
testants who took part
at the Homestead-Mi-
ami Speedway race-
track to 16.

Schaft’s 1.48m (4ft
11in) tall, two-legged

robot entered the contest
the favourite and lived
up to its reputation.

It makes use of a
new high-voltage lig-
uid-cooled motor tech-
nology that uses a capac-
itor, rather a battery, for
power. Its engineers say
this lets its arms move
and pivot at higher speeds
than would otherwise be
possible, in effect giving
it stronger “muscles”.

The machine was de-
veloped by a spin-off
from the University of
Tokyo’s Jouhou Sys-
tem Kougaku lab, which
Google recently revealed
it had acquired.

The team scored 27
points out of a possi-
ble 32, putting it seven
points ahead of second-
placed IHMC Robotics,
which used Atlas.

Scores were based on
a system that awarded
three points for com-
pleting a task’s prima-
ry objectives, and then
a bonus point for doing
so without any human
intervention.
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