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Bethany Hamilton Engaged, 
Soul Surfer Inspiration to 
Wed Fiancé http://eonli.
ne/10oftaW

Stephen Colbert’s Sister, 
Elizabeth Colbert Busch, 
Loses Out to Mark Sanford 
for House Seat http://eonli.
ne/YE6Bmh

Rob Kardashian Charged 
With Battery and Theft in 
Alleged Paparazzo Scuffle 
http://eonli.ne/YDZqua

Dancing With the Stars Re-
sults: No Love Lost for 
This Celeb http://eonli.
ne/10ohvaO

Eva Longoria Writing The-
sis for Master’s Degree in 
Chicano Studies: “Hope-
fully, I’ll Finish in Time!” 
http://eonli.ne/YE2lTR

Ja Rule Released From 
Prison Early, Tax-Eva-
sion Edition http://eonli.
ne/10nZVUt

Once Upon a Time Star 
Lana Parrilla Is Engaged 
http://eonli.ne/YE80Jn

UPI -- This is the first 
time in Pakistan’s history 
that an elected civilian 
government has com-
pleted a full five-year 
term and will be replaced 
democratically.

At this stage, the only 
likely outcome is con-
tinued Pakistan Peoples 
Party control of the Sen-
ate and its 104 seats as 
only one-third of the 
senators are up for re-
election.

Most polls rank Nawaz 
Sharif and his Pakistan 
Muslin League (N) par-
ty as the favorite pos-
sibly winning 90-100 
out of 342 seats in Par-
liament, far short of a 
majority.

Zardari’s PPP, led 
by his son Bilawal, 
and Cricket hero Im-
ran Khan’s Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf will most 
likely vie for second or 
third place. A host of 
smaller parties will win 
handfuls of seats.

Voter turnout in the 
last election in 2008 
was about 55 percent. 
Whether larger numbers 
of women and youth-
ful voters will swell the 
ranks is unclear. Con-
ventional wisdom sug-
gests that a surge helps 
Imran’s PTI. However, 
conventional wisdom 
in Pakistan is often an 
oxymoron.

Meanwhile, the Teh-
rik-iTaliban Pakistan and 
other militant groups are 
disrupting the elections 
killing off candidates 
largely from PPP and 
Awami National Par-
ty lists.

A few analysts sug-
gest that given the de-
volution of power to the 
four provinces, provin-
cial elections may prove 
more important than the 
national vote. However, 
the geostrategic challeng-
es of the region and Af-
ghanistan in particular 
are so great that while 
this theory might relate 

AFP — New York con-
struction workers cheered 
Friday as the final piece 
of the spire for the World 
Trade Center was hoisted 
into place, making the tow-
er the tallest in the west-
ern hemisphere.

Local television foot-
age showed the huge piece, 

to domestic economic 
issues, the next govern-
ment in Islamabad will 
be crucial in shaping 
South Asia’s security 
for good or for ill.

Presidential elections 
are schedules for later in 
the year. The four pro-
vincial assemblies and 
the two houses of the 
national government, 
not popular votes, will 
decide whether Zard-
ari stays or goes. And 
recently returned for-
mer President Pervez 
Musharraf is a non-issue 
currently under house 
arrest.

Those wanting PPP to 
go contend that PML-
N will win the largest 
plurality and form a 
coalition government 
intent on fixing the 
myriad economic and 
social issues threaten-
ing Pakistani well-be-
ing. The presumption is 
that Nawaz has learned 
from his two failed pre-
mierships and succeed-
ing what is viewed as 
a largely unsuccessful 
PPP government, ulti-
mately will win public 
support.

But many don’t see 
Nawaz as either reformed 
or as a reformer. Much 
as PPP was forced by co-
alition politics to bring 
minority parties into a 

plex built on Ground Zero, 
where the Twin Towers of 
the old World Trade cen-
ter collapsed in the Sep-
tember 11, 2001 attacks 
that killed nearly 3,000 
people.

“This really is a sym-
bolic moment, because 
this building really rep-

measuring 408 feet (124 
meters), being craned slow-
ly up, completing the final 
piece in the new jewel of 
the Manhattan skyline.

The skyscraper, official-
ly known as One World 
Trade Center and popularly 
as Freedom Tower, is the 
lynchpin of the new com-

huge and largely dys-
functional cabinet, so 
too will PML-N face 
similar realities.

Many also distrust 
Nawaz’s anti-Ameri-
canism and pro-Saudi 
position that could too 
easily succumb to re-
ligious fundamentalist 
influence, much as did 
Gen. Zia al-Haq’s rule 
of nearly 30 years ago 
veered, Pakistan in that 
unfortunate direction.

Regardless, the army 
almost certainly will stay 
out of politics. Select-
ing the next army chief 
of staff to replace Gen. 
Ashraf Kayani, already 
twice extended, will go 
smoothly. Several high-
ly qualified candidates 
are in play including for 
the post of chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs, a po-
sition less important in 
Pakistan than in other 
countries.

One key question is 
how the election will af-
fect the Zardari-Nawaz 
relationship. The pres-
idency is a weak and 
largely ceremonial of-
fice. Zardari maintains 
power through control 
of the party.

If PPP loses the As-
sembly, obviously Zard-
ari will likewise lose au-
thority. However, Nawaz 
may need PPP to form 

resents the resiliency of 
this country,” Port Au-
thority deputy chairman 
Scott Rechler told NBC 
television. “These peo-
ple, the thousand men and 
women who have worked 
here tirelessly, really as a 
tribute for the people that 
perished on 9/11 right on 

a coalition government. 
Under those circumstanc-
es, who knows what sort 
of deal may transpire. 
After all, Zardari went 
out of his way in 2008 to 
bring Nawaz and PML-
N into government.

But it is the perils and 
paradoxes of Pakistani 
politics that hold greater 
sway. PTI could make 
a surprisingly stronger 
showing. While the re-
ligious parties have at-
tracted very minor elec-
toral representation, that 
might change. And the 
strength of various PPP 
candidates could in-
deed produce a long-
shot victory.

The United States has 
taken an understand-
ably hands off approach. 
Privately, it views the 
current government as 
weak and lacking in 
competence, preferring 
to deal with the army. 
And some in the U.S. 
State Department say 
Nawaz would make a 
better partner.

They are wrong. If 
the United States wasn’t 
happy with PPP, a PML-
N coalition won’t prove 
better.

A hung Parliament is 
also possible. Under the 
Constitution, the presi-
dent can set a deadline 
for establishing a gov-
ernment. But would that 
work? As the U.S. Con-
gress seems incapable 
of governing if the se-
quester and budget are 
illustrative, why would 
Pakistan fare better?

Governance is thus 
crucial. Given the im-
mense challenges and 
dangers facing Pakistan 
from worsening insur-
gencies to growing eco-
nomic woes, no matter 
who is elected, will that 
team be able to govern 
with any degree of suc-
cess? Pakistan is about 
to find out.
By HARLAN 
ULLMAN 

this site.”
The 104-story building 

now measures 1,776 feet 
(541 meters), a symbolic 
height chosen to echo the 
year 1776, when Ameri-
ca declared independence 
from Britain. It is expect-
ed to open to tenants in 
2014.

Pakistani politics: 
Perils and paradoxes

World Trade Center spire 
completed in New York

Analysis

Structures

UPI -- A Swedish-Amer-
ican team of researchers 
claims that babies begin 
learning their native tongue 
while in the womb.

Previous studies have 
shown babies during their 
last weeks in the womb 
could recognize their 
mother’s voice and vo-
cal melody but the re-
searchers say their new 
study suggests they’ve 
learned much more than 
that.

“We showed that the 
fetus during the last 10 
weeks of the pregnancy 

the University of Wash-
ington Institute for Learn-
ing and Brain Sciences 
told the BBC.

The researchers stud-
ied 40 infants in Sweden 
and the United States who 
were just 30 hours old, 
having them listen to vo-
cal sounds in Swedish and 
English. The U.S. babies 
would start sucking their 
pacifiers more intently 
when they heard Swedish 
vowels, while Swedish 
babies reacted similarly 
when they heard English 
sounds, an effect the re-

not only listens to but re-
members and learns lan-
guages,” Patricia Kuhl at 

searchers said suggested 
they reacted differently 
to their native tongue and 
a foreign language and 
could, in effect, hear the 
difference.

The findings suggest 
the brain of an infant in 
the womb has more ad-
vanced capabilities than 
previously believed, the 
researchers said.

“The brain goes on-
line like a curious and 
capable learning mecha-
nism,” Kuhl said. “If you 
release that curiosity any-
thing can happen.”

Infants may learn native 
tongue in the womb

Research

Cannes Film Fes-
tival in a snap

AFP -- The Coen Brothers, Roman Po-
lanski and Steven Soderbergh return to 
the Cannes Film Festival from Wednes-
day, with a string of younger talents snap-
ping at their heels in the race for the cov-
eted Palme d’Or.

Baz Luhrmann’s take on “The Great 
Gatsby” starring Leonardo DiCaprio 
and Carey Mulligan, will lay on the glitz 
when it opens the 12-day fest on Wednes-
day evening.

“Gatsby” is not in the quest for the 
Palme, but behind the razzmatazz of its 
European premiere, Luhrmann is un-
der pressure to deliver F. Scott Fitzger-
ald’s Roaring Twenties classic to a new 
generation.

The Australian director’s $100 million 
extravaganza has been filmed in 3D and is 
scored by rapper Jay-Z, with tracks from 
Beyonce, will.i.am and Emeli Sande.

The brash formula has gone down 
poorly with some reviewers in the US, 
although others said they liked the eye 
candy.

Leonardo DiCaprio, Michael Doug-
las, Matt Damon and Ryan Gosling are 
among the A-listers expected to tread the 
Riviera red carpet, while Steven Spiel-
berg heads an equally star-studded jury 
that includes Nicole Kidman, Ang Lee 
and Christoph Waltz.

It could also be something of a swan-
song for Soderbergh, who has threatened 
to retire. The 50-year-old director and 
screenwriter, who shot to prominence 
after winning the Palme d’Or in 1989 
with “Sex, Lies, and Videotape”, has 
complained that Hollywood studios re-
fused to fund the new feature as it was 
“too gay”. In the end, it was financed 
by US payTV, where it will be commer-
cially screened.

The Coen Brothers, last in competi-
tion in Cannes in 2007 with “No Coun-
try for Old Men”, have made the official 
selection this year with “Inside Llew-
yn Davis”, the story of a singer-song-
writer set against the 1960s New York 
folk scene.

The film is the second appearance at 
Cannes this year for Mulligan. The elf-
in-faced 27-year-old Briton ignored ear-
ly advice to forget acting and “marry a 
banker” instead. She went on to earn a 
best actress Oscar nomination before 
she was 25.

Polanski, who turns 80 in August, returns 
with “La Venus a la Fourrure”(“Venus in 
Fur”), a drama starring his wife, French 
actress Emmanuelle Seigner.

There will also be a special screen-
ing of an updated version of “Weekend 
of a Champion”, Polanski and Frank Si-
mon’s 1971 film on Formula One racing 
driver Jackie Stewart as he attempted to 
win the Monaco Grand Prix.

In another documentary special screen-
ing, Stephen Frears’ “Muhammad Ali’s 
Greatest Fight” will recount the boxer’s 
battle to refuse the draft as a conscien-
tious objector.

Meanwhile, in competition, director 
Nicolas Winding Refn and “Drive” star 
Ryan Gosling collaborate again in “Only 
God Forgives”, also starring Kristin Scott 
Thomas. Like “Drive” it is expected to 
shock for its violence, this time set in 
Bangkok gangland and filmed on loca-
tion in Thailand.

Other films to watch include Asghar 
Farhadi’s “Le Passe”, following his best 
foreign language film Oscar for “A Sep-
aration” in 2012 and Jim Jarmusch’s 
vampire romance, “Only Lovers Left 
Alive”.

Japan has two films in the race for the 
Palme d’Or including “Soshite Chichi Ni 
Naru” (“Like Father, Like Son”) by Hi-
rokazu Kore-Eda, one of his country’s 
leading filmmakers known for his sensi-
tive portrayals of contemporary life.

From China there will be “Tian Zhu 
Ding” (“A Touch of Sin”) by former un-
derground filmmaker Jia Zhangke. US 
critic John Powers has predicted Jia’s 
films will still be of interest 100 years 
from now for his “sustained effort to 
capture the precise moments when Chi-
na’s past is being tossed on the ash heap 
of history”.

The only woman director compet-
ing for the Palme d’Or will be Valeria 
Bruni-Tedeschi, sister of former French 
first lady Carla Bruni-Sarkozy, with “Un 
Chateau en Italie”.

Showbiz


