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Jennifer
Aniston

(@peoplemag : Jennifer Anis-

ton is expecting triplets ... in a
funny new commercial http://
ow.ly/dNT7F

Sir Alex

Ferguson

@goal intl : Sir Alex Fergu-
son has said that Manchester
United are "completely in sup-
port" of Liverpool over Hills-
borough: http://bit.ly/OCKAix
#MUFC

Rebecca

Ferguson

(wareyouentwise : Re-

becca Ferguson Admits

To Not Watching Down-

ton Abbey Despite Record-
ing A Track For The Show
http://www.entertainment-
wise.com/news/88345/
Rebecca-Ferguson-Ad-
mits-To-Not-Watching-Down-
ton-Abbey-Despite-Record-
ing-A-Track-For-The-Show ...
#DowntonAbbey

Justin Bieber &

Selena Gomez

(wareyouentwise : Justin Bie-
ber And Selena Gomez 'The
Perfect Couple' Accord-

ing to Bieb's Mum http://
www.entertainmentwise.com/
news/88340/Justin-Bieber-
And-Selena-Gomez-The-Per-
fect-Couple-According-to-
Biebs-Mum ...

Kristen

Stewart

(@areyouentwise : Kristen
Stewart: 'Twilight' Could've
Turned Me Mad http://www.
entertainmentwise.com/
news/88339/Kristen-Stewart-
Twilight-Couldve-Turned-Me-
Mad ...

Kim Kardashian

@NowMag : Kim Kardashian:
I'd have my wedding to Kanye
West on TV - it worked for
Kate Middleton and Prince
William: Kim c... http://bit.ly/
R8xPaD

Princesses and their
paparazzi

(Reuters) -- Much has been made of Prince Wil-
liam’s particular revulsion at the photographs (now
widely available on the Web), since they are said to
recall for him the hounding of his mother, Princess
Diana, and the circumstances of her death — crashing
in a Paris tunnel in 1996, pursued by paparazzi.

Diana was surely a victim, and the media did con-
sume her. But she was a victim as Marilyn Monroe
was, one of dazzling beauty who was able — from a
more solid, better-protected base than Monroe — to
set some of the terms of her engagement with the
media, turn their avidity to her own ends and use the
vast drafts of hot air generated by the media cover-
age to raise her to global supercelebrity status.

Kate isn’t like that (though it’s early days yet).
Where Diana dressed in Armani, Kate buys dress-
es from stores like Reiss and Issa London, “stores
where regular folks shop”, as the Boston Globe writ-
er Beth Teitell put it. The image given is the stylish
good-girl look. There’s no turbulence, it seems, no
demons clamoring to go public.

But Kate and Diana meet in this: They exist(ed)
in an age where media hunger for celebrity images
and news remains colossal and where a British prin-
cess cannot avoid the market she creates by her mere
existence. That market is mainly for images, spiced
by whatever small verbal offerings she may make —
usually carefully tutored banalities. The market for
Diana was worth many millions: her presence on a
front page or a magazine cover added tens of thou-
sands to circulation. The long, slow scandal of the
breakdown of her marriage put many millions more
in the accounts of media owners and made royal cor-
respondents the highest paid, highest status journal-
ists in Britain. A large media hole had been left by
Diana’s death 15 years ago last month. The law of
media need meant that Kate had to be brought in to
fill as much of it as she was able.

A small mercy for the duchess is that the Brit-
ish tabloids, the main tormentor-allies of her hus-
band’s mother, are in full patriotic cry in her defense.
“Prince William’s wife Kate is entitled to feel fury
and disgust at those lowlife rags printing pictures of
her topless”, fumed the Sun on Sunday, with never
a blush. Richard Desmond, who had a porn empire
and publishes the raciest British tabloid, the Daily
Star, was still more anxious to condemn — the more
because the Irish Daily Star, early promoter of the
topless pictures, is published in a joint venture be-
tween his Northern & Shell Co and Dublin-based
Independent News & Media. Desmond says he will
close the joint venture, which may mean the end of
the newspaper. What more could a man do to show
his horror?

The sound of stable doors being firmly bolted was
heard all up and down the British Isles this past week-
end. But the horse was cavorting elsewhere, across the
Web and in editorial offices across the world, where
editors see a rare opportunity to put on circulation in
a dead time for sales. Kate’s discretion, nice smile
and good-girl outfits all went for naught before the
power of a long lens and a hungry market.

Heat waves increase
heart risk

(UPI) -- Extreme temperatures -- heat waves or
cold spells -- may increase the risk of premature car-
diovascular disease death, Australian researchers say.
Lead author Cunrui Huang of the School of Public
Health and Institute of Health and Biomedical In-
novation at Queensland University of Technology
in Brisbane examined the association between dai-
ly average temperature and “years of life lost” due
to cardiovascular disease.

Exposure to extreme temperatures can trigger
changes in blood pressure, blood thickness, choles-
terol and heart rate, Huang explained.

“With increasing rates of obesity and related con-
ditions, including diabetes, more people will be
vulnerable to extreme temperatures and that could
increase the future disease burden of extreme tem-
peratures,” Huang said in a statement.

Huang and colleagues collected data on daily tem-
peratures in Brisbane from 1996 to 2004 and com-
pared them to documented cardiovascular-related
deaths for the same period. Brisbane has hot, humid
summers and mild, dry winters. The average daily
mean temperature was 68.9 degrees Fahrenheit with
the coldest 1 percent of days -- 53 degrees -- char-
acterized as cold spells and the hottest 1 percent --
84.5 degrees -- heat waves, Huang said.

The study, published in the journal Circulation:
Cardiovascular Quality and Outcomes, found the
risk of premature cardiovascular disease death rose
more when extreme heat was sustained for two or
more days.
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GERMANY'S BIG WORRY:
CHINA, NOT GREECE

(Reuters) - Berlin, not
Brussels, will decide the
future of the ailing euro-
zone because Germany’s
economic power and its sta-
tus as the European Union’s
main paymaster give it an
effective veto over key
decisions.

So it comes as a surprise
to find that in Berlin’s cor-
ridors of power, the main
worry is not whether Greece
sticks to its reform pledges
or Spain demands an EU
bailout.

As the world’s third larg-
est exporting nation, Ger-
mans are far more concerned
about whether China loses
its appetite for their machine
tools and cars, or about what
the famed Teutonic manu-
facturers should make in
the year 2030.

Dominating the stage in
Germany is the towering po-
litical presence of Chancellor
Angela Merkel. Just over a
year before federal elections,
she looks unbeatable.

Opinion polls show her
CDU/CSU party winning
between 35-39 percent, well
ahead of the next biggest
grouping, the opposition
Social Democrats on 26-
30 percent. The opposition
Greens are in third place on
12-15 percent, with three
smaller parties splitting the
remainder.

Coalitions are the norm in
Germany so it is mathemat-
ically possible to imagine a
combination of parties which
could unseat the Chancel-
lor next year. But few peo-
ple expect this. “Quite hon-
estly I don’t see any risks
for Merkel inside Germa-
ny,” one senior opposition
politician commented. “She

International

is very strong and highly
trusted by the population
as a crisis manager.”

Ranked by Forbes as the
world’s most powerful wom-
an, Merkel has ruled since
2005 through a canny mix-
ture of political maneuver-
ing, ruthlessness, determi-
nation and a good feel for
the concerns of the ordi-
nary German.

Her reluctance to embrace
bold, comprehensive solu-
tions to the eurozone crisis
from the outset has exas-
perated some foreign crit-
ics. But at home, it chimes
well with the national pre-
dilection for cautiousness,
deliberation, thrift and hard
work.

“Southern European coun-
tries face a situation like
the one I had at school,”
said one senior govern-
ment official. “I went to
a good school and unfor-
tunately I found that oth-
er students were cleverer
than me in certain subjects,
so I had to work harder. I

could have gone to a dif-
ferent school but I wanted
to stay at that school, so |
worked harder.”

Merkel took the eurozone
close to the brink earlier this
year by blocking proposals
for European governments
to jointly guarantee govern-
ment borrowing and bank
deposits. But she calmed
markets in recent weeks
by dropping her opposi-
tion to the European Cen-
tral Bank buying the debt of
vulnerable southern Euro-
pean governments to lower
borrowing costs, provided
those nations agree to re-
form their economies.

“The key to Merkel’s suc-
cess is the way she portrays
herself as the defender of
the German taxpayer, only
reluctantly going along with
Eurozone rescue deals and
doing so at the last minute
under duress,” said one am-
bassador in Berlin.

While other European
countries still debate whether
Greece should be allowed

to stay in the eurozone af-
ter failing to meet targets to
cut public spending, priva-
tize state assets and open
up its economy, officials in
Berlin say Germany has al-
ready quietly decided to let
Athens remain.
“Chancellor Merkel was
much more interested in
throwing Greece out six
months ago, but not now,
even though their credibility
is close to zero”, one official
said. “If you want to know
why, look at North Africa
and the eastern Mediterra-
nean. With all that’s going
on there, who wants a NATO
member on the southeast-
ern border of the EU to turn
into a failed state ?”
Outside Germany, the
most commonly heard com-
plaint about the Chancellor
is a different one: Merkel is
too cautious and hesitant in
her moves to solve the Euro-
zone crisis. “Why can’t she
show more leadership ?” is
a cry often heard in south-
ern Europe or Brussels.
Viewed from Berlin,
things look different.
“Translate ‘leadership’
into German and what do
you get ?” asked one se-
nior politician here. “Fueh-
rung. People round here have
learned that you have to be
careful with Fuehrers”.
The biggest risk on the
horizon for Merkel is eco-
nomic, rather than politi-
cal. Germany’s economy
is slowing down and the
OECD predicts it faces
a mild recession. Again,
though, nobody expects a
tough economic climate un-
less China catches a cold
or another external calam-
ity occurs.

ROMNEY KEEPS RELEARNING
HISTORY'S GAFFE LESSONS

(AP) -- Who says Mitt
Romney doesn’t worry
much about the very poor?
That he believes corpo-
rations are people, too?
That his wife drives two
Cadillacs?

Romney himself, that’s
who. When it comes to
portraying the Republi-
can nominee as an un-
caring, out-of-touch rich
guy, he’s his own worst
enemy, offering up a bo-
nanza for Democratic at-
tack ads.

Romney hit the trifec-
ta this time by saying that
47 percent of Americans
believe they are victims,
think “government has
a responsibility to care
for them” and are unwill-
ing to step up and support
themselves.

He may seem doomed
to relearn the same loose-
lips lesson over and over
again in 2012. But Rom-
ney’s far from the first
candidate to blunder into
a buzz saw of his own
words. His rival, Presi-
dent Barack Obama, still
hasn’t lived down a similar
incident from 2008.

In both cases the up-
roar was amplified be-
cause the remarks were
intended only for the ears
of wealthy campaign do-
nors, said Kathleen Hall
Jamieson, director of the
University of Pennsylva-
nia’s Annenberg Public
Policy Center. “It’s dam-
aging when the public per-
ceives that something said
in private is not being said
in public,” she said.

But this time, for Rom-
ney, the perception “that

the statement speaks po-
tentially to character and
personality as well as to
policy positions makes it
more potentially damag-
ing,” Jamieson added.

Obama was caught on
video belittling small-town
Midwesterners in remarks
to San Francisco liberals at
a private fundraiser during
his first presidential cam-
paign. People struggling to
get by in the small towns
of Pennsylvania and the
Midwest “get bitter, they
cling to guns or religion,”
Obama said.

Obama’s Democratic
primary rival, Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton, pronounced
his remark “elitist and out
of touch.”

Four years later, GOP
vice presidential nomi-
nee Paul Ryan is keeping
the gaffe alive by point-
edly declaring himself
proud to be a Catholic
deer hunter.

And witness the Re-

publicans’ joyful riffing
on Obama’s more recent
“You didn’t build that”
comment.

Steve Frantzich, a U.S.
Naval Academy profes-
sor who wrote a book on
candidates’ “oops” mo-
ments, predicts an even
faster rate of flubs in the
future, thanks to smart-
phones, YouTube and
such. “There is no back-
stage area in modern cam-
paigns,” Frantzich said.
Words gone wrong are
nothing new, however.

Romney has said he first
learned to fear such slip-
ups as a young man, when
the presidential hopes of
his father, Michigan Gov.
George Romney, implod-
ed 45 years ago under the
weight of a single ill-cho-
sen phrase.

Asked why he had pre-
viously supported the Viet-
nam War, the elder Rom-
ney said that during an
overseas tour, generals
and diplomats had influ-
enced him with “the great-
est brainwashing that any-
body can get.” He quit
his campaign amid out-
cry and derision.

Some other overheard
or off-the-cuff gaffes:

-OBAMA AND THE
RUSSIANS: In March, an
open microphone caught
Obama telling Russia’s
outgoing president that
he needed space to work
out their disagreements
over U.S. missile defense
plans. “After my election,
I have more flexibility,”
Obama quietly told Dmit-
ry Medvedev, who said he
would carry that message

home. Romney called it
evidence that Obama is
hiding a secret agenda for
a second term.

-OBAMA AND THE
ISRAELIS: A technology
glitch allowed reporters
to overhear Obama and
French President Nicolas
Sarkozy last year grous-
ing about the difficulty of
dealing with Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu. Sarkozy called
Netanyahu a “liar” and
Obama responded sympa-
thetically, “I have to work
with him every day.”

-KERRY AND THE
WARS: A response to a
question at a campaign
event tripped up 2004 Dem-
ocratic presidential nom-
inee John Kerry. Asked
about a spending bill for
the Iraq and Afghanistan
wars, Kerry said, “I actual-
ly did vote for the $87 bil-
lion before I voted against
it.” Republicans ridiculed
the remark and featured it
in an ad showing a wind-
surfing Kerry zigzagging
“whichever way the wind
blows.” Kerry later ex-
plained it as “one of those
inarticulate moments.”

-CLINTON AND
DRUGS: Bill Clinton was
mocked for acknowledg-
ing in a TV interview that
he had tried marijuana as
a college student but in-
sisting that he “didn’t in-
hale.” With character ques-
tions already dogging his
1992 campaign, the re-
mark increased complaints
that he was slick and eva-
sive, but didn’t keep him
from winning the White
House.
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