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Kate
Gosselin

Kate Gosselin Tweets Pic of
Daughter Wearing High Heels,
Angers Followers http://eonli.
ne/OsUGNh

Taylor
Swift

Taylor Swift and Conor Ken-
nedy Make “Very Sweet”
Couple: “I Love Her,” Says
Rory Kennedy http://eonli.ne/
SpwMmQ

Carly Rae
Jepsen

Catch a brand new spe-

cial with @CarlyRaeJepsen
where she discusses her new
album #KISS, tomorrow at
10:30/9:30c on E!

Snooki

Snooki Shares Snuggling Pho-
to of Baby Lorenzo http://eon-
li.ne/O66¢cnH

Freddie
Highmore

Bates Motel Casting: Freddie
Highmore to Star as Norman

Bates in A&E Psycho Prequel
Series http://eonli.ne/SpazoU

Prince
William

Prince William and Kate

Middleton Hang Out in
Borneo!http://eonli.ne/PtY Sx4

Lamar

How will Lamar react when
Khloe reveals she can’t con-
ceive?! Find out on a brand
new @KUWTK, tomorrow at
9|8c! VIDEO:http://eonli.ne/
PgtBzD

Europe risks going
the way of Japan

The good news is that Europe is no longer go-
ing the way of Greece. The sad news is that it is
threatening to go the way of Japan.

After years of hesitation punctuated by panic,
Europe has finally accepted the compelling logic
that a single currency needs a lender of last resort.
Pro-euro voters in the Netherlands have clearly
been impressed as the President of the Europe-
an Central Bank (ECB), Mario Draghi, braved
the scowl of the ever-cautious Bundesbank and
led his ECB directors to a pledge of unlimited —
if conditional — short-dated bond-buying to avert
another currency crisis.

The ECB acted in the nick of time; the fuse was
set for an explosion next month with the market
chaos of both a Greek and Spanish crisis. Presi-
dent Obama has been spared a Eurozone spanner
in his campaign for re-election and the chances are
we won’t have a pre-November Greek euro exit
or Spanish bankruptcy, plus a run on Italy and a
French financial crisis just for good measure.

Indeed, now that the ECB is ready to intervene
to level short-term bond rates for economies intent
on reform and the German Constitutional Court has
removed its objections to a bailout fund, there need
be no European bust-up over who pays for it.

So far so good — but it is not far enough.

The net effect of the intervention is to halt con-
tagion, not to end the recession; to stop disintegra-
tion, rather than start a recovery that would reverse
Europe’s downturn. Far more worryingly, France
is likely to join half of Europe in a double-dip re-
cession. Without European leaders following on
with a swift and vigorous effort to seize the ini-
tiative to grow their economies, Europe will con-
tinue to struggle. Unemployment rates of ten per
cent and over appear to be the new normal and the
West will continue to drag the entire world econ-
omy, including China, down.

Once responsible for 40 per cent of world out-
put, Europe’s share is now only 18 per cent. In
the next ten years Europe could decline so fast
that this could reduce to little more than 11 or 12
per cent.

Once at the heart of the global economy, Europe
is increasingly placing itself on its periphery.Some
say that by the early 2020s Asia will consume 40
per cent of the world’s goods — with Germany con-
suming only four per cent and France and the UK
only three per cent each.

An uncompetitive European south which has
failed to engage in structural reforms will inev-
itably fall further behind. So Europe in 2012 is
facing the same problems of financial weakness,
economic frailty and worsening debt which have
trapped Japan for nearly 25 years.

But today, as a consequence of the decline in
the advanced countries’ share of global output,
there has emerged a unique structural imbalance
that is more serious than the 1980s and cannot be
rectified by a repetition of ordinary post-reces-
sion policies.

Ten years ago American consumer spending
($10 trillion annually) could propel the world to
a higher plateau of growth. Ten years from now
Asians, with nearly half of all consumer expen-
diture, will drive world growth. But we are in a
very awkward transition from an old world to a
new one: the world’s biggest producers are already
the emerging markets, but the world’s biggest con-
sumers are still the advanced economies.

Today neither the western consumer, who now
needs to earn to spend, nor the Asian produc-
er, who needs someone to buy their goods, can
drive the world economy forward independently
of each other.

So high global growth will return only when
Asians are confident markets are reviving in the
West, and when Americans and Europeans are
confident they can pay for their consuming by ex-
porting to the East.

With inflation generally low, a coordinated Cen-
tral Bank stimulus is justifiable but China can also
apply the defibrillator by expanding consumer de-
mand faster than planned and the West can mop
up some of the savings glut by advancing much
needed infrastructure investment.

If President Obama has been spared the pre-
election debacle of Greece pulling out and Spain
going bust, he is not being spared the glum pros-
pect of country following country into double-
dip recession.

As German growth starts to sink to the levels
of France, the UK and the euro area, the sense is
growing that we are stuck in stagnation for years to
come; quagmire is the word that comes to mind.

Europe has acted to head off a dramatic collapse
but the bigger challenge ahead is preventing the
long-term decline of the West. Indeed, from now
on, what is increasingly going to exercise people
is ‘dealing with decline’.

By Gordon Brown

(AFP) -- Cambodian
villagers armed with a
little medical know-how
-- and their mobile tele-
phones -- are the nation’s
new foot soldiers in the
fight against drug-resis-
tant malaria.

In the small village of
Phnom Dambang near the
Thai border, locals know
that early detection and
treatment is crucial to con-
taining the virulent strain
of the mosquito-borne dis-
ease that is blighting the
region.

“The malaria here... can
kill people in a short peri-
od of time if we don’t have
the right treatment,” said
Long Vuthy, whose home
doubles as a walk-in clin-
ic. The village is dotted
with bright yellow signs
emblazoned with pictures
of mosquitoes, warning
that the disease is preva-
lent in the area.

Vuthy, 41, who is also
the chief of the village in
Pailin province -- consid-
ered to be at the epicentre
of drug-resistant malaria
in Cambodia -- is one of
more than 3,000 volun-
teer malaria workers in
the country.

They diagnose the dis-
ease with a quick blood test
and provide treatment, free
of charge, in remote parts
of the impoverished nation,
where access to health ser-
vices can be difficult.

artists are seen during the Hidden City performance by the Spanish theatre company La Fura dels Baus in Bu-
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Under a new pilot proj-
ect, he is now also using
a dedicated text message
service to report new cas-
es, allowing health experts
to monitor and respond
to patients’ needs in real
time.

“It’s a very good way to
help the community,” said
Vuthy, who was taught how
to use the mobile phone
service two months ago by
the Malaria Consortium, a
non-profit group working
with the government and
the World Health Organi-
sation (WHO) to eradicate
malaria from the country
by 2025.

Cambodia has already
had success tackling malar-
ia. In 2011, it reported over
108,000 cases, of which

mers

charest, Romania, during the Bucharest Street Theatre festival.

96 were fatal, compared
to 102,473 cases and 154
deaths the year before and
over 600 deaths in 2000,
according to government
statistics.

But the prevalence of
the drug-resistant strain
has caused concern.

Malaria resistant to reg-
ular forms of treatment
was confirmed in west-
ern Cambodia eight years
ago, likely as a result of
patients taking an incor-
rect or incomplete course
of anti-malarial drugs.

To control the spread
of this drug-tolerant form,
health workers must catch
cases early and ensure pa-
tients strictly follow the
right treatment plan.

The alert system is sim-

ple. If Vuthy’s diagnosis
test shows a person has
malaria, he immediately
starts them on medication
and composes a message
with the patient’s age, sex,
location and the type of
malaria.

Using a toll-free number,
the text is sent instantly to
the district health centre,
provincial health officials
and a national malaria da-
tabase in the capital Phnom
Penh -- a process that used
to take a month.

The information is also
fed into Google Earth to
create a map of report-
ed cases and of potential
hotspots of resistance.

Together, the data helps
officials track each case
and make sure the right
treatment is available or
that more medication is
supplied when stocks are
running low.

Malaria killed an es-
timated 655,000 people
worldwide in 2010, al-
though mortality rates
have fallen sharply over
the past decades, accord-
ing to the WHO.

Researchers attribute
this decline largely to the
increased use of artemisi-
nin drugs, seen as the most
effective treatment, and
the widening use of in-
secticide-treated bed nets
-- which have also been
distributed by the Cam-
bodian government.

(AP)

ITALIAN TOWN TAKES

A PHILOSOPHICAL VIEW ON LIFE

(AFP) -- Socrates, Plato
and Aristotle are the new
unlikely heroes of a remote
Italian town where local
authorities are promoting
philosophical thinking for
a better way of life.

A philosophy trail leads
past a sofa that pronounces
deep thoughts when you sit
on it, a park with no lights
to encourage pondering
and posters in the town’s
streets ask questions like
“Why were you born?”
and “What is fear?”

“This is a revolution-
ary experiment,” the ebul-
lient mayor of Coriglia-
no d’Otranto, Ada Fiore,
herself a philosophy
teacher, told AFP in an
interview.

Fiore said her mission

was to get the 5,800 res-
idents of this town in the
southern Puglia region to
take time out to ponder ex-
istential questions.

“All we are saying is
‘look at the direction the
world is heading in, it’s
not okay,”” she said, add-
ing that Italy’s real prob-
lem was not the economic
crisis but “the crisis in the
relationship between man
and his surroundings”.

She admitted the project
which she launched in June
had “objective difficulties”
noting that some school-
children had not proved
very receptive.

But the philosophical
consultations she helped
organize are proving popu-
lar, with around one in five

of the mediaeval town’s
inhabitants flocking to the
15 euro ($19) an hour ses-
sions hosted by philoso-
pher Graziella Lupo.

“People come and con-
sult with me mainly on rela-
tionship dynamics,” said the
bespectacled thinker.

The town council also
organises regular philoso-
phy debates and seminars
in schools and public build-
ings to keep residents on
their toes.

Other towns in the re-
gion are beginning to take
note, especially consider-
ing the sharp increase in
visitors in a part of Italy
where tourists are rare.

Concetta Lucarella, a
nun visiting Corigliano
d’Otranto, said she was

particularly impressed by
the philosophy trail through
the town centre.

“I think people who do
the trail reflect on what they
hear. It is really a hymn
to life,” she said.

The jovial 49-year-old
owner of a local bar proved
equally enthusiastic.

“In answer to the ques-
tion ‘Why was I born?’ |
used to think I was born
to live,” said Angelo An-
chora, owner of “Castello”
in the town centre.

“Then I understood I
was also put on this earth
to work and mainly to
work!”

“We are a bit more op-
timistic. We have more of
a philosophical outlook!”
said Anchora, who has put

up a sign reading: “Think-
ing is Ultra-Cool”.

Not everyone appreci-
ates the initiatives, with
psychologists in particu-
lar warning that it could
be dangerous to look into
people’s subconscious.

The mayor dismisses
such misgivings, saying
the philosophy she is en-
couraging is “exclusive-
ly on the conscious lev-
el” with no probing into
people’s pasts.

Marianna Burlando,
a psychologist at a local
hospital, is also in favour
since “psychology owes a
debt to philosophy™.

“Philosophy is the moth-
er of all humanistic disci-
plines. I think we should
try and dialogue!”
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