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Woods favorite to make it |llc|0] 15

(Reuters) - Since Tiger Woods won
the 2008 U.S. Open 15 different play-
ers have claimed golf's elite champion-
ships and the former world number one
is favorite to land his 15th major at this
week's British Open.

The American world number four,
emerging from a spell in the doldrums
caused by personal problems and injuries
to win three tournaments this year, could
return to the top of the rankings by tam-
ing the treacherous Lytham links.

"Tiger hasn't finished in the top 10 at
the British Open since last winning in
2006 but he's won three U.S. PGA events
this year and goes in as the man to beat,"
sportsbet.com.au's Haydn Lane said.

Bookmaker William Hill is offering
odds of 9-1 on Woods lifting the Claret Jug
on Sunday, with England's Lee Westwood
and Luke Donald 14-1 and 20-1 respec-
tively to win the title on home soil.

"Our customers are convinced that
either Donald or Westwood will finally
achieve their maiden major victory this
week, with two-time champion Padraig
Harrington their biggest danger," said
Hill's spokesman Rupert Adams.

Harrington, who won the 2008 Brit-
ish Open and U.S. PGA Championship,
is also 20-1 to claim his fourth major
along with former U.S. Open champi-
on Rory Mcllroy.

World number one Donald believes
Woods's loss of form has been the main
reason for the number of different major
winners. "Obviously I think Tiger would
admit that his form hasn't been as good
over the last few years," Donald said. "He
hasn't been as dominant in the majors as
he was. And it probably also speaks of
how good a player he was, that he was
able to dominate.

"Even though there are some great play-

ers around right now, no one has really
come through and started to win consis-
tently at the majors," added Donald.

"So I think that shows what an amaz-
ing run he went on and it shows just how
difficult it is to win majors."

Donald and Westwood are bidding to
become the first Englishman to win the
Open on home soil since Tony Jacklin,
at Lytham, in 1969.

"This is the biggest championship in
the world for me," Westwood said. "It
would obviously mean a lot, not just
because Tony was the last Englishman
to win the Open championship, but be-
cause it's the championship.

"We have very few tournaments in Eng-
land now so it's fun to play in front of a
home crowd and feel all that support but
it doesn't really add to the pressure."

After weeks of torrential rain left the
course sodden and with patches of vir-
tually unplayable rough, the forecast for
the tournament is for much better condi-
tions as the players try to plot their way
round Lytham's notorious 200-plus bun-
kers. "You do feel a little bit claustropho-
bic on a lot of holes," Donald said. "The
bunkers are everywhere and they're very
well positioned. There's not too many
holes where if you can carry it a certain
distance you get past them.

"In that way I like it. I like that it
just favors the guy who can hit it in the
fairway."

Westwood, one of the straightest drivers
in the game, is relishing the challenge.

"I'd say looking at the layout and the
questions that they ask, one of the main
questions obviously is to hit it as straight
as possible. But whoever wins this week
will have to have every aspect of their
game in top shape," the world number
three said.

AstraZeneca starts new study
of heart drug versus rival

14

(Reuters) - AstraZeneca is to conduct a
new global clinical trial of key new heart
drug Brilinta involving 11,500 patients
with peripheral artery disease, Britain's
second biggest drugmaker said .

Peripheral artery disease affects
around 27 million people in Europe
and North America, with sufferers at
high risk of heart attacks, strokes and
other complications.

The new study will compare Astra-
Zeneca's medicine, currently only ap-
proved for patients with acute coro-
nary syndromes (ACS), against older
rival Plavix.

Sanofi's and Bristol-Myers's Plavix,
which used to be the world's second-
biggest selling drug, with annual sales
of $9 billion, is now off patent and
available as a cheap generic under the
chemical name clopidogrel.

That poses a major challenge for As-
traZeneca, which must differentiate its
new product if it wants to win business

&

AstraZeneca

\ |
from cost-conscious insurance compa-
nies and state healthcare providers.

Annual sales of Brilinta were fore-
cast to reach $1.2 billion by 2016, ac-
cording to a poll compiled by Thom-
son Reuters Pharma.

Brilinta has already proved itself
against Plavix in a study of patients with
ACS, or obstructed coronary arteries,
and AstraZeneca hopes to extend that
edge into another disease area.

The London-based drugmaker is fac-
ing loss of patent protection on many
of its biggest-selling drugs, making
Brilinta a particularly important new
product.

The latest study is part of a wider pro-
gram of clinical trials involving Bril-
inta and designed to show the benefits
of the drug in reducing adverse cardio-
vascular events and death.

In total, the program is designed

to include more than 51,000 patients
worldwide.
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ACTOR CHRISTIAN BALE REFLECTS
ON YEARS AS "DARK KNIGHT"

(Reuters) - The Dark
Knight rises in movie the-
aters this Friday on the
wings of huge anticipa-
tion for the final film of
director Christopher No-
lan's "Batman" trilogy, but
there is one man who re-
mains calm in the face of
the media hype, Batman
actor Christian Bale.

Bale slips into the bat
costume of Gotham City's
crime-fighting superhe-
ro for the last time in
"The Dark Knight Ris-
es," which like its pre-
decessors has received
strong early reviews.

Chosen by British direc-
tor Nolan for his franchise
reboot, which soared with
2005's "Batman Begins,"
Bale's stone-faced portray-
al of conflicted billion-
aire Bruce Wayne, a.k.a.
Batman, was key to the
movie's success.

The follow-up, 2008's
"The Dark Knight," so-
lidified Bale's status as a
leading actor, and "Dark
Knight Rises" will be his
swan song in the role.

"I'm real proud of hav-
ing achieved what we had
set out to do," he told re-
porters at a news confer-
ence promoting the film.
"It was a very important
moment for me. It was an
important character.

"It's the only time ['ve
ever played a character
three times in a row and
the movies themselves
have changed my life and
changed my career."

Both movies earned
praise from fans and crit-
ics alike. The first raked-
in $372 million at box of-
fices worldwide, and the
second an eye-popping
$1 billion. Bale went on
to numerous other parts
and eventually nabbed
an Oscar for his role as
a drug-addicted ex-box-
er in "The Fighter."

When shooting of the
"Dark Knight Rises" was
done, Bale told reporters,
he wanted time alone to
think about the past sev-
en years.

"I just went down and
sat in a room and realized

"Dark Knight
Rises" picks
up eight years
after "Dark
Knight." &

\

Technology

this is it," said Bale of the
time the cameras stopped
rolling. "I sat in that mo-
ment with the realization
that we're done."

"Dark Knight Rises"
picks up eight years after
"Dark Knight." The caped
crusader has disappeared
from public view and is a
fugitive thought to be re-
sponsible for the death of
Gotham City D.A. Harvey
Dent. The man behind the
mask, Bruce Wayne, has
become a recluse and is
rarely seen in public.

But both are forced out
of hiding when cat burglar
Selina Kyle, played by
Anne Hathaway, arrives in
Gotham and a masked ter-
rorist named Bane, played
by Tom Hardy, shows up
to take over the city. Bat-
man comes out of hiding
to stop them.

With many twists in
a complex story, reveal-
ing more requires a spoil-
er alert. Suffice it to say
that critics - not the easi-
est to please with super-
hero movies - are most-
ly happy.

The movie scored an
83 percent positive rating
from seven early reviews
on film website movier-
eviewintelligence.com.
Time magazine's Richard
Corliss called it "a film
of grand ambitions and
epic achievement."

Reprising their roles are
Michael Caine as Alfred
the butler, Gary Oldman
as Commissioner Gordon
and Morgan Freeman as
Lucius Fox. Newcomers
include Marion Cotillard,
Joseph Gordon-Levitt and
Hardy, all three of whom

worked with Nolan on
his 2010 Oscar winner,
"Inception."”

Also new to the group
is Hathaway, who essen-
tially takes on the role of
Catwoman, though that
comic character's name
is never directly refer-
enced in the film.

"I loved that the focus
was on who she was as
Selina ... and she didn't
change when she put on
the suit - it was just kind
of her uniform," Hathaway
said of her character.

The actress said she had
to get into fighting shape
for the action scenes and
that being in such good
physical condition gave
her a strong mental atti-
tude that made it a "com-
plete transformation" for
her in the role.

While the Batman se-
ries has had its share of
villains, including "Dark
Knight's" The Joker, which
earned actor Heath Led-
ger a posthumous best
supporting actor Oscar,
this final installment sees
Batman meet his match
in Bane.

Bale calls him "the first
adversary of Batman that
you know can probably
whip his butt, which we've
never seen before."

When Nolan called Har-
dy to offer him the role,
he said he had to explain
both the good and bad as-
pects of playing the tough
guy behind a mask.

"The good news is I
have a terrific part for
you," Nolan recalled tell-
ing him. "The bad news
is, your face is going to
be completely covered
for the whole film and
you're going to have to
(convey) this character
through just your eyes
and voice."

Now that it's all over,
Nolan said he had no idea
what his next movie would
be. Like Bale, he needs
some time to reflect.

"I'm going to go on
a holiday and just relax
and (enjoy) not know-
ing what I'm going to do
next," he said.

JUDGE REJECTS SECRECY BIDS
IN APPLE VS SAMSUNG BATTLE

(Reuters)-A U.S. judge
rejected several requests
by Apple Inc and Sam-
sung Electronics Co Ltd
to keep portions of key
documents out of pub-
lic view in their high-
stakes patent litigation
battle set for trial later
this month.

Apple and Samsung,
the world's largest con-
sumer electronics corpo-
rations, are waging legal
war in several countries,
accusing each other of
patent violations as they
vie for supremacy in a
fast-growing market for
mobile devices.

In an order issued late
on Tuesday, U.S. District
Judge Lucy Koh in San
Jose, California, wrote
that "it appears that the
parties have overdesig-
nated confidential docu-
ments and are seeking to
seal information that is
not truly sealable."

Koh gave both com-
panies one week to re-
file their sealing requests.
Representatives for Apple
and Samsung could not
immediately be reached
for comment.

Filing documents under
seal has become almost

standard procedure in in-
tellectual-property cases
as companies try to keep
their trade secrets and
other sensitive business
information from coming
out during litigation.

Apple sued Samsung
last year in the United
States and a highly an-
ticipated trial is sched-
uled to begin July 30.
If Apple wins, it could
seek to permanently bar
the sale of some Sam-
sung phones in the cru-
cial U.S. market.

Koh has already grant-
ed pretrial injunctions
against Samsung's Gal-
axy Tab 10.1 and its Gal-
axy Nexus phone. Sam-
sung is appealing both of
those orders. Samsung's

phones and tablets run
on the Android operat-
ing system, developed
by Google.

Apple and Samsung
have filed legal arguments
on a range of subjects in
recent weeks, including
briefs on how broadly
some patent claims should
be defined and what evi-
dence should be kept out
of the trial.

However, portions
of those documents are
blacked out from public
view as both companies
argued they contained
sensitive information.

Koh's order on Tuesday
came hours after Reuters
filed a motion seeking to
intervene in the case for
the purposes of oppos-
ing Apple and Samsung's
document redactions. The
judge wrote that "only
documents of exception-
ally sensitive information
that truly deserve protec-
tion will be allowed to
be redacted or kept from
the public."

The case in U.S. Dis-
trict Court, Northern Dis-
trict of California, is
Apple Inc v. Samsung
Electronics Co Ltd et al,
11-1846.
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