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First Lady Asked Santa to Help
Get Obama to Hawaii

ENGLISH26

IRAN'S SPIES SCORE

Sunday To Thursday

(AP) — Michelle
Obama was looking for
help from more than just
House Republicans so
her husband could make
it to Hawaii in time for
Christmas.

“We were all praying
and praying, and ask-
ing Santa, and the tooth
fairy, and every fairy
they could think of,” the
first lady said Saturday.
She said their children
prayed as well that the
president “would be able
to be with us.”

President  Barack
Obama eventually made

it to Hawaii, about a week
late, and only after Con-
gress resolved its stalemate
over extending expiring
payroll tax cuts.

With the tense tax
standoff behind him, the
president has eased into
vacation mode since arriv-
ing on the island of Oahu
Friday night, spending a
low-key Christmas Eve
out of the spotlight.

Obama skipped his nor-
mal early morning gym
workout Saturday, opt-
ing to spend time at the
multimillion-dollar va-
cation home his family
rents in the Kailua Beach
area, near Honolulu. He
headed to the golf course
later in the day.

The first lady, mean-
while, got into the Christ-
mas spirit by helping track

Santa for NORAD. The
North American Aero-
space Defense Command
has been telling anxious
children about Santa’s
whereabouts every year
since 1955.

The White House said
Mrs. Obama answered
several calls from chil-
dren around the country
who wanted to know how
close Santa was to their
homes. During one con-
versation, she divulged
how she and her daugh-
ters sought Santa’s help
in bringing the president
to Hawaii.

The Obamas were to
spend Christmas Eve at
home with a close circle
of family and friends that
typically joins the presi-
dent for his annual Ha-
waiian vacation. They

The world’s wealthiest

include Obama’s sister,
Maya Soetoro-Ng, who
lives in the state with her
family, and several friends
the president has known
since high school.

Earlier in the week,
it looked as though the
president’s annual De-
cember trip to the state
where he was born and
mostly raised might not
happen.

Al Jazeera has overtaken the BBC and VOA

(UPI) -- Qatar is bidding to become
the negotiating venue for an end to the
10-year war in Afghanistan.

A small peninsular nation the size
of Connecticut that juts out of Saudi
Arabia on the Persian Gulf, Qatar keeps
punching above its weight on the in-
ternational scene.

With a per capita income nearly dou-
ble the United States’ ($84,000 versus
$47,200), its 350,000 native-born cit-
izens employ some 1.7 million work-
ers, mostly from India, Bangladesh and
the Philippines.

So Hamad, crown prince since 1977,
overthrew his father while he was va-
cationing in Switzerland.

Most of the 1,500 members of the
al-Thani and second largest al-Attiya
tribe work in government jobs.

-- The giant Al Udeid Air Base has
the longest runway (15,000 feet) in
the Middle East and is forward head-
quarters for CENTCOM and for the
U.S. Air Force’s 379th Expedition-
ary Wing.

At the height of the Iraq and Afghan
wars, two dozen KC-135 tankers con-
ducted air-to-air refueling from this $1
billion base.

-- The United States runs most of its
regional operations out of Al Udeid,
including patrols to counter and deter
any sudden moves by Iran, 80 miles
away.

-- Al-Jazeera’s global television net-
work has long surpassed the Voice of
America in the number of bureaus and
correspondents it has deployed all over
the world.

Its English-language programs and
newscasts have even overtaken the
world’s onetime leader BBC, shrunk
by government cutbacks.

-- Egypt’s perennial firebrand cleric
Sheik Yusuf al-Qaradawi is a steady diet
on Qatari air waves despite a broadcast
where he justified suicide attacks on Is-
raeli children “because one day soon
they will grow up and become Israeli

soldiers.” -- Al-Jazeera’s coverage of
domestic Qatari affairs is limited but it
never misses an opportunity to tweak
the beak of fellow Arab leaders who
crackdown on dissent.

-- When the uprising got under way
in Benghazi against Moammar Gad-
hafi’s despotic rule, Qatar was the first
Avrab state to contribute to NATO’s no-
fly-zone over Libya with three Mi-
rage-2000 fighter-bombers.

-- Prior to 9/11, key al-Qaida oper-
ative Khalid Sheik Mohammed lived
openly with a prominent local family
while Israel was authorized to open a
commercial office in Doha.

-- Attempting to distance itself from
the other members of the Gulf Coopera-
tion Council), by being friendlier toward
Iran, Qatar once invited Iran’s Presi-
dent Mahmoud Ahmadinejad to attend
a GCC summit it was chairing.

-- While officially playing down
Iran’s nuclear ambitions, a ranking Qa-
tari joked, “They lie to us and we lie
to them.” -- Qatar has been chosen as
the venue for the 2022 soccer World
Cup.

-- The country’s sovereign wealth
fund purchased Harrods, the iconic
London store, for $2.1 billion in late
2010, and owns a majority share in a
British supermarket chain.

-- Qatar Airways puts every West-
ern airline to shame -- with real beds
on its long-distance flights to four
continents.

Qatar’s foreign policy, riddled de-
liberately with inconsistencies, is run
by two men who like each other.

It has been likened to the late French
President Charles de Gaulle’s “Tout
azimuts” (all points of the compass)
foreign policy.

The ruling pair doesn’t believe in de-
mocracy if only because acting by con-
sensus or parliamentary debate would
waste precious time to achieve a me-
diocre result.

Prince
Philip

90-Year-Old Prince Philip In
“Good Spirits” After Emer-
gency Surgery http://eonli.ne/
stmhnK

Luhrmann

Cut! Great Gatsby Director
Baz Luhrmann Suffers Head
Injury On Set http://eonli.ne/
sshsMG

Demi Lovato

Demi Lovato Fires Back

at Disney: “Eating Disor-
ders Are Not Something to
Joke About!” http://eonli.ne/
uJOonN

Etta James

Etta James Hospitalized
Again, Placed on Breath-
ing Machine http://eonli.ne/
ssGOf1

Robert De
Niro

Robert De Niro a Dad Again at
68! http://eonli.ne/s7TkQXh

)
Mel Gibson

$850 Million Man Mel Gibson
Now Worth Half That After

Divorce Is Finalized http://eon-

li.ne/luSJWs3

Helen
Mirren

Fashion Police: Worst
Dressed of the Week—Helen
Mirren, Paula Patton or Jen-
nifer Hudson? http://eonli.ne/
sr0fbQ
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STUNNING ACHIEVEMENTS’

(UPI) -- Israeli officials
say Iran, which has been
hit several times by mys-
terious computer viruses,
has launched an “ambitious
plan” to boost its cyberwar
capabilities and is invest-
ing $1 billion in cutting-
edge technology.

If the claim is correct,
the Iranian effort underlines
what veteran analyst Mahan
Abedin calls the “stunning
achievements in the intel-
ligence, electronic and cy-
berwarfare fields” against
the West by Tehran’s se-
curity services in recent
months.

The Iranian move is in
apparent response to a sig-
nificant increase in intelli-
gence operations against
the Islamic Republic by
the United States, Britain
and Israel as tensions over
Tehran’s contentious nu-
clear program escalate in
a region already gripped
by uncertainty and regime
change.

“The dramatic spike in
ClAactivity inside Iran in
2011 has reinforced the Ira-
nian leadership’s conviction
that the Western powers are
set on a confrontation and

A white whale, also known as beluga, puffs aring at Kamogawa Sea World in Kamoga-

E

wa, east of Tokyo, Japan.

a possible military show-
down with the Islamic Re-
public,” Abedin observed
in an Asian Times Online
analysis.

“There isa fear in Teh-
ran that Western agencies
-- working directly and in-
directly with radical oppo-
sition elements -- will try
to incite riots and disor-
der, similar in style if not
scope to the ones that rocked
the Iranian capital in June
2009 following the disput-
ed presidential elections.”
Iran’s Ministry of Intelli-
gence and Security, which
has been tightening its oper-
ations for some time, claims
itarrested a CIAspy, a for-
mer U.S. Marine of Iranian

origin named Amir Mirza
Hekmati.

Earlier, Iran said it
downed an ultra-secret U.S.
RQ-170 Sentinel surveil-
lance drone operating out
of Afghanistan, allegedly
by electronically hijack-
ing its controls.

Washington admitted to
the loss of the C1A-owned
Sentinel, which Iran said
was recovered intact.

Its highly classified elec-
tronic systems were a ma-
jor prize for Iranian intel-
ligence and a serious blow
to the Americans.

At the same time, Hez-
bollah in Lebanon, Iran’s
most important Arab proxy,
claimed it seized several peo-
ple it said had been recruit-
ed by CIA officers working
out of the U.S. Embassy
in Beirut.

Arab intelligence sources
said the counterintelligence
sweeps in Tehran and Bei-
rut were connected.

These setbacks have been
grudgingly confirmed by
U.S. officials, which Abe-
din notes, “is suggestive of
a major American intelli-
gence defeat, if not a full-
blown disaster.”

(AP)

FRANCE, UK ISSUE CLASHING
ADVICE ON BREAST IMPLANTS

(Reuters) - France
and Britain issued con-
flicting advice to tens
of thousands of wom-
en with breast implants
made of cheap industri-
al silicone that some fear
pose health risks.

The French govern-
ment urged 30,000 wom-
en in France to seek re-
moval of the implants,
made by now-defunct
French company Poly Im-
plant Prothese (PIP), be-
cause of the danger they
could rupture and cause
inflammation and irrita-
tion. There was no evi-
dence of any increased
cancer risk, it said.

But in Britain, where
an estimated 30,000 to
40,000 women are affect-
ed, Chief Medical Offi-
cer Dame Sally Davies
said: “Women with PIP
implants should not be
unduly worried. We have
no evidence of a link to
cancer or an increased
risk of rupture. If wom-
en are concerned they
should speak to their
surgeon.”

Removing implants
“carries risks in itself”,
she said.

Concerns in France

| :

k ‘

first surfaced about two
years ago when surgeons
started reporting abnor-
mally high rupture rates,
leading to a flood of le-
gal complaints, the com-
pany’s bankruptcy and a
scandal that has spread
across the world.

Regulatory filings show
that signs of legal prob-
lems and financial loss-
es can be traced back as
far as 2003.

Founded by Jean-
Claude Mas - who was
formerly a butcher, ac-
cording to a surgeon who
knew him - PIP produced
about 100,000 implants

a year for the better part
of two decades before its
products were ordered
off the market in early
2010.

As many as 300,000
women worldwide may
have received the gel
products, used to en-
hance breast size or re-
pair lost tissue. They
were exported to Latin
American countries such
as Brazil and Argenti-
na, and Western Euro-
pean markets including
Britain, Germany, Spain
and Italy.

PIP was placed into lig-
uidation in March 2010

with losses of 9 million
euros after the French
medical safety agency
recalled its implants. In
a subsequent inspection
of its manufacturing site,
officials found it was us-
ing industrial silicone not
approved by health au-
thorities, and only about
a tenth as expensive as
approved gel.

An investigation found
a majority of implants
made by PIP since 2001
contained the unapproved
gel. Industrial silicone is
used in a range of prod-
ucts from computers to
cookware.
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