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UNDER FIRE, EUROPE WORKS TO

BO|

(Reuters) - Europe-
an policymakers began
working on new ways to
stop fallout from Greece’s
near-bankruptcy from in-
flicting more damage on
the world economy af-
ter stinging criticism for
failing to stem the debt
crisis.

After a weekend of
being told by the United
States, China and other
countries that they must
get more aggressive in
their crisis response, Eu-
ropean officials focused
on ways to beef up their
existing 440 billion-euro
rescue fund.

Deep differences re-
mained over whether the
European Central Bank
should commit more of its
massive resources to shor-
ing up Europe’s banks and
help struggling euro zone
member countries.

Shares and the euro fell
in Asia yessterday as in-
vestors reacted cautious-
ly to the weekend news.
Financial markets have
plunged in recent weeks

on concerns about the abil-
ity of Europe to geta grip
on the crisis.

Treasury Secretary Tim-
othy Geithner, in unusually
blunt comments, said the
risks from Europe were
enormous.

“The threat of cascad-
ing default, bank runs, and
catastrophic risk must be
taken off the table,” he said
in speech to the Interna-

tional Monetary Fund on
Saturday.

Europe came under more
pressure on Sunday when
a top IMF official said the
ECB was the only play-
er big enough to “scare”
financial markets, which
have punished many euro
zone members.

“The ECB is the only
agent that can really
scare the markets,” An-

Final Ole

Bullfighting fans shouted “Ole” for the last time in Barcelona’s Monumental bullring on Sunday before a ban
on the sport took effect across the northeastern Spanish region of Catalonia.

LSTER DEBT CRISIS FUND

tonio Borges, the IMF’s
top official for Europe,
told top economic pol-
icymakers from around
the world.

However, Germany and
many top officials within
the ECB itself are wary
about the central bank be-
ing drawn more deeply
into supporting Greece
and other debt-stricken
states.

Markets fear that Eu-
ropean banks could be
dragged down by their
exposure to Greece and
other debt-strapped euro
zone nations, and analysts
say a bailout fund of around
2 trillion euros would be
needed if the crisis spread
to Italy and Spain.

A senior European
official hinted that kind
of firepower was being
contemplated.

“We need to find a mech-
anism where we can turn
one euro in the EFSF into
five, but there is no de-
cision on how we could
do that yet,” the official
said.

(Reuters)

International

PUTIN'S RETURN STOKES FEAR
OF STAGNATION IN RUSSIA

(Reuters) - Vladimir Putin
says he stands for stability,
but his critics say his return
to the Kremlin next March
could ultimately bequeath an
era of stagnation and even
turmoil in Russia.

The prime minister, who
announced on Saturday he
would seek a new term as
president, prides himself
on bringing order after the
chaos that followed the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union
in 1991.

But prominent critics,
from former Soviet Pres-
ident Mikhail Gorbachev
to jailed oil tycoon Mikhail
Khodorkovsky, say his re-
turn could undermine sta-
bility unless he can shake
the country out of inertia
and torpor.

Even Putin’s protege,
President Dmitry Medve-
dev, said there was a dan-
ger of stasis in Russia in a
speech to the ruling party
on Saturday, just minutes
before he suffered the hu-
miliation of proposing Pu-

tin take back the presidency
from him next year.
“Formalism and bureau-
cratization are very danger-
ous: they lead to stagnation
and the degradation of the
political system,” Medvedev
told a congress of Putin’s

United Russia party.
Putin handed him the
chance to be president in
2008 after serving the max-
imum two successive terms
as head of state, but is the
driving force in their power
“tandem.” Medvedev’s of-

fer to stand aside in March
was clearly stage-managed
by Putin.

For many Russians, Pu-
tin’s return cements a doom-
laden view of prospects for
the world’s biggest country,
which is also the largest en-
ergy producer and home to
the biggest arsenal of nu-
clear weapons.

Gorbachev, the only oth-
er man alive to have held
the top job in the Kremlin,
referred to this feeling last
week and said Russia faced
turmoil unless its leaders
embraced change.

“Itis the very absence of
change which threatens to
provoke instability and put
the future of the country in
question,” said Gorbachev,
80, whose reforms culmi-
nated in the Soviet Union’s
fall. He said Russia was re-
turning to the era of Leonid
Brezhnev, whose 1964-1982
rule is widely portrayed as
an era of stagnation when
strong oil sales masked eco-
nomic decline.

\,
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Pep Guardiola
@F IFgcom: Pep Guardiola has
once again insisted Barcelona
are not unbeatable, despite last
night’s 5-0 win over Atletico -
d3w.io/pc6mdU

Jessica Simpson

@SoSoJuicy: Jessica Simpson to
Announce Pregnancy?: The fol-
lowing blind item had one celeb-
rity written all over it...... Jessi-
ca S... awe.sm/5VeYa

Selena Gomez

@SoSoJuicy: Selena Gomez
and Her Parents Enjoy the
Zoo: Selena Gomez spent the
day at the Los Angeles zoo
with her mom, forme... awe.
sm/5VgbV

Justin Bieber

@areyouentwise: Justin Bie-
ber Hires Staples Center For
Selena Gomez Date entertain-
mentwise.com/news

Pippa Middleton

@areyouentwise: Pippa Mid-
dleton Moving In With Boy-
friend? entertainmentwise.
com/news/63385/Pip...

Taylor Lautner
And Lily Collins

@areyouentwise: Taylor Laut-
ner And Lily Collins Split
entertainmentwise.com/
news/63381/Tay...

Kim Kardashian

@celebtrainwreck: Kim Kar-
dashian - Kim Kardashian
Named Most Annoying Celeb-
rity bit.ly/094211

Creepy-crawlies may
heal diabetes wounds

(Reuters) - To jump-start the healing of difficult
diabetic wounds, researchers have a suggestion: let
maggots do the work.

To allow such wounds to heal, doctors remove infect-
ed or dead tissue with scalpels or enzymes, a process
they call debridement. But these tools often fail.

“These problem patients with diabetes really need
better treatments in order to salvage their limbs,” said
Lawrence Eron from Kaiser Hospital and the Univer-
sity of Hawaii in Honolulu.

“Maggot debridement treatment is overwhelmingly
effective. After just one treatment these wounds start
looking better,” he said.

The results from Eron’s team, which treated 37 di-
abetics with the maggots, still haven’t been vetted by
independent researchers.

All of the patients in the study suffered from a type
of artery disease that causes poor circulation in the
limbs and they all had stubborn wounds, some up to
five years old.

The doctors put 50 to 100 maggots on the wounds
and left them there for two days, at which time they
applied new ones. They repeated this five times on
average.

Maggots secrete substances into wounds that lig-
uefy dead tissue and then ingest the material to fur-
ther degrade it in their gut. The wounds are cleaned,
and other substances contained in the maggot secre-
tions allow the development of granulation tissue, a
type of connective tissue that forms during wound
healing.

Twenty-one of the patients had successful out-
comes, defined as eradication of infection, complete
removal of dead tissue, formation of robust connec-
tive tissue in the wound and more than three-quarters
closure of the wound.

Five wounds were infected with the “superbug”
MRSA, but they healed successfully with the mag-
got therapy. Nine wounds were infected with another
bacterium called MSSA, and six of those healed. All
10 cases with infection due to group B streptococci
were successfully treated, Eron said.

The treatment failed in some patients. One had
excessive inflammation surrounding the wound, two
bled too much, and three had problems with infect-
ed bones.

Looking for a fitness
buddy? Get a dog

(Reuters) - When it comes to getting fit a person’s
best friend just might be a four-legged one.

Experts say studies show dog owners walk more,
walk faster, and are more likely to enjoy an active
lifestyle because of their companion animal.

“I’m fascinated by what a great motivator dogs
can be,” said Dr. Sandra McCune, co-editor of the
book, “The Health Benefits of Dog Walking for
People and Pets.”

Dogs are the reason behind two-thirds, 66 per-
cent, of the walks their owners take each week,
according to a recent survey of more than 1,011
adults commissioned by pet food company Mars
Petcare.

One-quarter of people with children and pets
regularly visit parks and other outdoor spaces be-
cause of their dog.

“Personally, | have a Labrador,” McCune said.
“When it’s dark, when it’s raining, the dog needs
a walk, every day.”

She said dog walking also strengthens social
and communal ties.

“If people go out with a dog, they’re more like-
ly to have a conversation,” she explained.

According to the poll some 44 percent of dog
owners aged 65 and older exercise on a weekly
basis because of their dog.

“Dogs are strong drivers of social capital,” said
McCune, explaining that social capital is a soci-
ological term which she defined as the value of
all relationships.

“Dog ownership benefits the entire communi-
ty,” she said.

As workout partners, canines can offer energy,
enthusiasm, and the social support so crucial to
sticking with an exercise program, according to
Shirley Archer, spokesperson for the American
Council on Exercise.

“Dogs can provide that companionship,” said
Archer, a Florida-based fitness instructor. “Fris-
bee tossing, ball throwing, agility competitions,
dog and human boot camps, are great opportuni-
ties to be active,” she said. “But obedience train-
ing is a must.”
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